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ed to be eſſentially deſici- 
ent: wWlliich is readily ac⸗ 
knowledged by all, who 
know the Truth as it is 
in Jevys. 5 
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+ 10 Salvation with fear and 


% Gop who worketh in you 


Meaning in Philip. ii. 12, 
13. % Work out your own 


% Prembling. For it is 


* both to will and to do of 
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23 1 Hine nally. aefigned for the Pulpit only..; 
. but are now publiſhed at the Deſire of ma- 
ny who heard them. The Writer is ſenſi- 
ble, that moſt of the Sentiments contained 
in them, are not popular, but he believes 
A them to be divine; calculated to humble 
| "the Sinner, and to exalt the SAviouR. 
Which is the grand End of the Goſ pel. In 
Proportion as this End ſhalt be infected; 
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49 ihe following Publication, he ſhall . 
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Mankind are overtly aprt to truſt in their own 
l 


- _ . 
C . N 14 14 


8 (PHILLIP. 1. „ 5 6,7, 8, and 9, 


7 any other Man thinketh he hath whererf he might T in 
the Fleſh, I more: 

Circumciſed the eighth Nay, of the Stock of Iſrael, of the Trihe 
of. Benjamin, anflebrew of. the Hebrews, as e hin 110 Law, 
a Phariſee;, \ 

\ Gongerning Zeal, Berfecuting the Church.; touching the Right 

wag, which. is in the Law, elameleſs. 

But. what Things were gain ta me, thoſe I e! Loſs for 
0 HRISFT.. + 2 
Yea doubtleſs, and I count all Things but Loſs, for the Excel- | 

lency of the Knowledge of CHRIST JESUS my L © 


for whom I have ſufered the Loſs of all 7 hings, and db coun 
them but Dung that I may. win CHRIST, 


And be found in Him, not having mine own Righteoufneks 
which is of the Law, hut that which is through the Faith of 
CHRIST, the  Righteauſueſs which is F GOD by Faith. 
NN HE two leading points of St. Paul's miniſtry were, 

N the fall of man, with its nature and extent; and 
the gracious recovery by CHRIS T. He was in» 


defatigable in his attempts to convince mankind 
Ken of theſe, that ſo thelr lofty looks might be brought 
low, and the Logp alone exalted, Theſe ſentiments ap- 


peared to him of great importance; hence it was that he 
* every fayourable e to lr them, 
| / E | To 


I. . — — — — — eres 2933 


—— 


Mankind a are- —— * — ; 


To which he was greatly excited by his own experience of 
a deep rooted enmity to CHRIST, and an aptneſs to truſt in 
the fleſh. A temper of mind which he knew to be not only 
Inveterate, but univerſal ; fallen human nature being the ſame 
in every age and nation. Againſt which the goſpel of the 
; grace of God is the only ſovereign antidote. Senſible of this, 
© when our apoſtle viſited Philippi, a city of Macedonia, he made 
= CHRIST and Him crucified the ſubject of his miniſtry ; and 
bad this for his comfort, that many of the Philippians became 
obedient to the faith. Theſe were incorporated into a golpel- 
church- ſtate; and were happy for a time in the enjoyment 
of the ſpecial privileges of the church of CHRIST. But af. 
ter St. Paul's departure, grievous wolves entred in, not ſpar- 
Ag the flock : men of corrupt minds, who tried to draw 
away diſciples after them. The apoſtle received the ſorrow- 
ful tidings, and wrote them this epiſtle by the hand of Epa- 
phroditus, who was a meſſenger from the ſaints at Philipbi to 
him while in confinement at Rome; and had minifired to his 
wants. It's contents are various and uſeful ; but come not 
under our confideration at preſent, except fo far as they' are 
connected with the text. 
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I hs Gf verſe of this chapter he aſſures 0 Philippians 
dat it was far from being grievous to him, and would be 
ce for them to repeat the ſame things in writing, that had 
E been the ſubjects of his perſonal miniſtry among them. And 0 
& for which there was at that time a ſpecial neceſſity, ariſing 
from the endeavours of falſe-teachers to pervert his goſpel ; 
by leading them to the obſervance of circumciſion, and other 
Jewiſßb rites, in order for acceptance with Gop. Theſe men 
| he treats with a degree of juſt ſeverity. Verſe ad, Beware of 
daga. St. Paul here very properly calls the falſe teachers | 
dogs, becanſe, as dogs, they did rend and tare the ſimpli. PORE. 
city of the goſpel, and divided the glory of man's ſalvation | 
| K between faith and works; ER, as dogs, they barked 
_- | out 
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.« out reproaches againſt the apoſtles and their doctrine, de- 
4 livered in its native purity and ſimplicity.“ * And as dogs 


they were me and as * dogs, they laboured to devour. | 


BE 17 ARE af evil Kr wats, ſcatencafarther deſcriptive of 
the fame perſons, who wrought not with St. Paul, but againft : 
him; and endeavoured to pull down what he had carefully 
built up. Between whom there was this important differ- 
ence ; Paul built on CHRIS r, as the ſure foundation which 
Go had laid : they built on Moſes. Haul taught that 
if any man was Sramnciſes he became a debtor to do the 
whole law; and that by the deeds of the law no fleſh could be 
juſtified : they, taught that it was neceſſary to be circumciſed, 
and to keep the law in order to juſtification. Paul was un- 
der the influence of the Spirit of Gop : they were led away 

by a ſpirit of error and deluſion, It is added, 


' BEW ARE of the conciſion. A name which the apoſtle ſeems 
iv to give to circumciſion, by way of diſapprobation; and 
as expreſſive of the injury which the church of CHRIST 
might receive from theſe men, who endeavoured to per pe- 
tuate that rite, with the whole law of ceremonies. There- 
by cutting themſelves off and thoſe that adhered to them, as 
far as they could, from CyrisT, and the way of life 
through Him. For CHRIST is become of no effef to you, 
whoſoever of you are juſtified by the law ; ye are fallen from 
grace. + i. e. the doctrine of grace. 


\ 


HAvixc thus cautioned the Philippians againſt falſe t&ach- 
ers, (he apoſtle proceeds to ſpeak of himſelf and his brethren, 
in oppoſition to them. Verſe 3d, For we are the circumciſion, 
q. d. Though we lay aſide that rite, and have nothing t 
do with the circumciſion of the fleſh ; we have that of 
which'it was a ſhadow,” even the circumciſion of the heart. 


„ 
Dr. Smith's Annotations in bc. + Gal. v. 4. 


* — " 0 . . ” —— — A, 4 
A a G - — 1 * _ EINE * « ” — * 4 . * - * 2 * — a. 8 
r Y Cs os Ig l 9 n 
x FP EIA FT. 3 * $ Nenn 2 * 1 ; 
was OW * 1 
* 5 , +> 6 4 ® g o. 5 
p S*, ; . 1 : 5 1 
wm * . ba . 
* * co 4 N . * * Y 
2 o 4 - 
* a> = a - , p by 
— -. = 1 1 
[1 * 
1 


For he it nat a Jew, aulich is ane outwardly, neither is #hat ciã- 
, Fumcifio » whioh-is outward in the flifb': But he is @ Jew, which 
it one inwardly, and circumcifion is that if the heart, in the ſpirit, 


end not in the letter, whoſe praiſe Rey oy but of GOD. t 
WHICH warſhip, GOD in the ſhirit : i. e. with, our foul or 


ſpirit; and in that ſpiritual way that Gon, hath Appointed; 


\being aſſiſted by the Holy Wi. eh Hep 2 8 infir- 
mities,  . 


ANN rejvice.in ch 167 5888 2 is is ſaid to "Giftint- 
guiſh them from thoſe who. rejoiced in ag, and in 


their ſubmiſſion to legal inſlitotions. 


AND have no 1 in the fle 0 : g. d. Mhaterer is 
our courſe of obegience, w e lay. no ſtreſs on it ; hut view it 
us a cipher in the great aer of ju ddipcation. Thaggh, ſays St. 
Paul, I might have confidence in the fleſh : meaning upon the 
principles of theſe falſe teachers. To prove which, be brings 
in the text. F any other man thinketh he bath auhe req he might 
truſt in the fl:ſb, I more : circumciſed the eighth day, of the flock 
of Iſrael, of the tribe of Bepjamin „an Hebrew of the Hebrews ; 
as rourbing the lau, a Phar ifee ; concerning zeal, Herſecuting the 
church ; touching the bien which is in the law, blameleſs; 
'But what things were gain tome, theſe I I counted leſs forCH RIST. ; 
Yea doubtleſs, and I count all things but tft for the excellency of 
the knowledge of CHRIST JESUS my LRD; for wha 7 


have ſuffered the loſs of all things, and FA count them but dung 


that I may winCHRI 57. and be found in Him, not having 
mine own righteouſneſs, whith is of the lau, but that which is 


through the faith of CHRIST, the righteouſneſs which i i Ld 
GOD by faith. | | 


Tux former part of the 3 is g. Paul's wareattes: of the 
piles of \ bis bit ih, bis ſri. manner of life, and his con · 
Aidence 

. Rom. ii. 28, 29. | win 7 1 * 
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fideuce in them for juſtification before GD. In: the latter 
part of it, he declares that his apprehenſſon of thiags was al- 
tered; and that he was now ſenſible of his former, rulnous 
miſtake. And therefbre. chat be did, moſt heartily, count all 
thoſe things which were gain to him before, but 4% und du 
hat he might win CHRIS r, and be ſound in Him. The fol- 
lowing particulars are propoſed fot conſideration; 


I. ALL g e men are apt 10 truſt in their own 
gi oi een i BREA eds 


1. Sve en eee 200 to be elſentially defeAtves. 


HI. Tur ſianer, upon his becoming experimentally ac- 
quainted with the grace of the goſpel, is thereby led to re- 
noutce all confidence iti the fleſh 3 and to expect acceptance 


. Gov, en on abcount 1 the "ou: HUI of 
Es vs. . | | 


1. Att ontdgenerie men ate apt to TY in their on 
rio 


SELF: AFPROBATION, | and ſelf. l are firſt otineh- 
. they ate natural to man, and grow up with him. No- 
. thing is more common than for man to entertain a good 

opinion of himſelf, and therefore he is not apprehenſive of 
danger in truſting to'himfelf, Why ſhould he be afraid to 
| Foy confidence in one, whom' he views with ſo much eſteem ? 


. Tus ſpirit is inter woven with man 8 whole ſoul, 5d dd | 
covers iiſelf in the common: afftirs of life. Accordingly we 
find that men in general give the preference to their o .- 
derſtanding ; and are all attention white others are laviſh of 
theic praiſes. Why ? but becauſe they are fond of them- - 
elves, and think they deſerve to be equally eſteemed by others. 
On the. other hand, with what — do perſons under 


the 
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the Influence of this fondneſs for themſelves, Heal an affront ? 
They are ready to think, if they do not ſay ſo, That men of 


their importance, deſerve better treatment. I thy ſervant. a 
cog, ſaid Hazacl to Eliſba, that he ſhould do this great thing $F 
No verily, Hazael is a beiter man, as if he had ſaid, than to 
bring ſuch calamities on ¶rael; add thou Elba, the man of 


Go art ſurely, miſtaken in his character et ſoon after he 
did i it. 


"Eoot.s thisſpirit beconfined! to nn things, the bir 


that men run would be infinitely leſs. Though in this caſe, 
He that trufteth in his own heart is a fool. * But when it isin- 

troduced, and prevails in thoſe things in which men- have to 
do with Jenovan, they run the dreadful riſque of loſing 
their ſouls : for a ſelf-righteous Phariſee will be, as ſurely 


damned, as an openly profane ſinner, This harſh ſay- 


Ing, as fome may deem it, is ſufficiently proved by the text, 
and by all thoſe paſſages of ſcripture which denounce woes 
againſt Phariſees. , Paul knew that his confidence in the 


fleſh would have terminated. i in his loſs of heaven, if the Lox 


had not brought him to ſee the inſufficiency of his own righ- 
teouſneſs; and enabled him to fly for refuge to the Hope ſet 
before him. Hence he counted all but ye” that he 9 85 oo 
Cnr1sT and be found in Him. | 
"Fs 2 
Bor nothing can be more to the purpoſe, uns ourLowis! 3 
conduct toward the ſelf-righteous Phariſees in the days of his 
fleſh. Heplaces them in the ſame claſs with Scribes and Hy- 
pocrites ; and eight times, in the courſe of one chapter + 
addreſſes them with, Vo unto you. + Which He concludes 
with theſe awful words, Ye /erpents, ye generation of Vipers, 
hom can ye 1 988 the damnation of hell ? 9 | 


Bu T 


J 2 Kings, viii. 13. Prov. xxviil. 26. + Mat. xxiit, 
1 Ver. 13, 14, 15, 16, 23, 25, 27, 29. $ Ver. 33. 
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| - ſuch is human depravity, that mankind' abiverſally, 

conſidered in unbelief, entertain this fondneſs for theinſelves? 
It eis what'they ſooneſt difcover,; and part with lateſt. We 
ſee our children, as ſoon as they learn to diſtinguiſn good from 
eyib, ready 10 place great confidence in ſome. ſoppoſed good - 
neſs. They are not guilty of rhis evil and the other; and 
are not ſo bad as ſome who are within the'Tircle of (heir; ac- 
quaintauce. Aud hence are ready to infer the goodneſs of 
rheir\ſtare, Neither is this to be confined to the ſollies of 
childhood and youth; verily it is the folly of men of every 
age. Under its influence Pau / became a noted zealot. For 
all his religion Was ens on this dais wed 'T al he 
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\ Turns: are: "many Weg debe be mentioned, 10 + 
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1. Tus Wer itt of the holy 1 þ 1 man, 
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a'proper ima of their own charafter, and pet prevent 
their putting confidence i themſelves, © Accordingly the cor - 
rugtion of the world, is: repreſented as extending to every in- 
dividual, of the race of Adam; and to every. power and fa-, 
culty of the human ſoul, They are ALL gone aſide, they are altos. A 
gether become filthy: there isNoxE that doth goed, no not ONE. . 
Now we know that what things the law ſaith, it ſaith to them 
that are; under the laws that EVH RN mouth might be:{t;þþcd, and 
All. the ORD may become guilty: before GOD. ALL, have. 
ſnned, and tome ſhort of the glory. of GOD. + .iPallages of the 
ſame import are numerous; all tending to prove that the 
W HOLE WORLD is become GUILTY. before ooo. 


vi 
1 
* 1 


' 8 ” * 1 — 
1 TTY. ST; * * : ; 7 * e I hs * 
* whos. 14 4 1 19 119 


. 25 XIV. 3. compared with Rom, dt i. 10, 32 


G 


1 a 
* % 4 > 2 * nf - Soy 2 


. - _ 
—— 


— — — — — — 
7 


10 Mankind oe. fehl apt. "i | 


No chat corruption (bat AE to all mankind, is prov- 
__ ed by the fame infallible volume to reach to all the faculties of 
ihe ſouls of men. Altend to the followiag ſcriptures. And 
GOD ſaw that the wickedneſs of man was great in the earth, and 
that Evxxx imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil cant inually. Note, Every imagination was evil; and that 
cont inually. —We alſo read that the carnal mindis enmity againſt 
GOD. That the underſtanding is dar ned, the will obſtioate, 
the affections inordinate. The natural man is ſaid not to're- 
ceive the things of the Spirit of GO D; they are fooliſbneſi unts 
bim. He is repreſented dead in fins, - alienated from Gop ; an 
enemy in his mind by wicked works. St. Paul declares, that they 
that are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe GOD. And CHRIS r aſſured: 
' Nicedemus, that that which is born of the fleſh, is fleſh. F By 
being. in the fle/s, nothing leis is meant than the totally 
corrupt condition of eyery man before regeneration. In this 
- tate he is by nature; for he ig bern of the fleſb, and he is fleſb ; 

yea he is all fleſh. i. e. wholly carnal; | Sree in every part. 


Tue living oracles abound with, paſſages, immediately de- 
ſigned to prove that human nature is ig a ſtate of total corrup- 
m2; of which thoſe above | cited, are only ; a ſpecimen, , 


'FroM hier 1 would obſerve, that the infinitely great Con 
knowing the propenſity that there is in wan, to think well 
of, and to truſt in himſelf, ſaw it neceſſary thus to > exhibit 

his dreadful character, in ty true light. 


2. TwaT this principle is both — and eta 
may be learnt from the whole tenor of the goſpel. The goſ· 
pel of Cans T'is calculated to bring down the lofty looks 
of man, that the Lox p alone may be exalted. It is good news 
to ſinners; yea the chief ef ſuch. It conſiders 8 

vel; 


1 Gen. vi. 5. § Rom. viii. Hoke * Eph. iv. 18, John «22 
1 Cor, i. 14< pk M. . + Jals iu. 66. 


* 3 f 
2 , 


truſt in their om "Righteouſneſs. 11 J 


Jevel 3 that is, , guilty, and helpleſs, s in debt ten ihou- 
fand talents, aud haviag nothing to pay. One cannot plead 
the privileges of his birth, as giving him the preference; ano- 
ther cannot introduce the obedience of his life,as a reafon w 
mercy! ſhould firſt be exerciſed towards him. On the hi 
trary, all who are faved according to the riches of grace, are 
brought as with one voice to lead guilty; faying, * Loxy 
be merciful to me a „inner. The falvation that the goſpel 
ſeis before us, is altogether ſovereign and namerited. Conſe- 
quently one man has no more i ight to it than another. The 
Lox p will have mercy an whom He will have mercy, and He will 
have compaſſion on whom He will have compaſſion. So then it is 
mot of him that willeth, nor ꝙ him that runueth, but of GO D 
1yhoſbeweth mercy, . Thus the grace of Go b, which is moſt 
Jlluftriouſly! diſplayed: in the golpel, 5 all boaſted dif- 
er n Wa. | 


"Tarr. was a remarkable difinQion, long kept up be- 
aween Fews and Gentiles, The former treated. the latter with 
contempt ; while they concluded that they alone were Gop's 


peculiar people. Bat this glorious goſpel immediately tend- 
ed to annihilate this diſtiaction; by teaching the converted 
Jews, Thatthe Gentiles bud be: fellow -heirs, and of the ſame 


1050 and fartalers of the promiſe of d OH in CHRIST. + 


From the premilles I remark, That itis neceſſarily favpobat 
in the doctrines of CRS, that mankind are univerſally ape 
to ttuſt i in themſelves. For why ſhould the Loxp reveal ſuch - 
a goſpel to us, which in its very bature tends to debaſe the 
| ſinver, and 40, deſtroy ſelf. confidence, if men were not in 
1905 of being led away by this ſpirit? 


velg. W farther learn this melancholy wrath bow the mini- 
Ary of the apoſtles, Senſible that it was one grand 


end 


0 y 57 ix. 157 16. t Eph. a. 6. 
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12 Mankind. are ene apt 10 


end of the goſpel, to iradicate this temper; they invariably 
pointed, all their artillery againſt it. To prove this obſerva- 


tion by quotations from the epiſtles of the ſeveral apoſtles, 


would lead me vnavoidably to treſpaſs: on your: patience; Nei- 
ther 1 is it neceſſary, ſceing, they; all adopted ihe ſame plan of 
preaching, and were of one mind as to the leading truths of 
1he goſpel. Therefore when you; hear one of them, in a ſenſe 
you hear the reſt. They all unite ia deſcribing the corruption 
of human nature, and the redempiion that we haveſin CR RIS. 
Doctrines that are entirely oppoſite 10 the carnal mind; 


and which, according to the rules of... human, \prudence, 


required much art to introduce them, with the ſmalleſt prof; 
pect of ſucceſs. Had they proceeded ppon the plan of plea- 
Hing men, they might have kept back ſome of the doctrines ; 
but half delivered others, paſſing, over in ſilenee ſuch. tbings, 
as tended to irritate the corrupt mind; and haveinterſperſed 
through the various parts of their diſcourſes, ſo many exte- 


: -puations of human depravity, that even  finners themſelves 


would have had no objections. But ſuch a conduct they held 
in the greateſt contempt. And being confident that the ſuc- 
-ceſs'of the gofpel, did not depend upon their artful recom- 
mendation of it, but on the ſo pernatural influence of the Spi- 
it of God, they determined in the name cf the Loxp, that 
they would preach the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth. And though no part of their miniſtry would 
probably expoſe them more to the popular odium, than a 


|| *efear, and an impartial aecount of the ſinners hate both bz 


nature and practice; they made it a leading. point. They 
*ſcem to have been under no fears that they ſhould depreciate 
human trature, or rob man of his fancied dignity ; N 
that it was impoſſible to exaggerate on this occaſion. 

firſt ſermon that was preached after the deſcent of eB 
Gnosr, the Jews are charged with the murder of Ixs us of 
; Nazareth ; ; and are painted in the blackeſt colours. The 


. Charge 


1 


truft in their cum Nig bitonſriefs, 14 


charge is ofied repeated in che courſe of the apoſtle's! wini- 
ſtry ꝛ and notwithſtanding ſome are ent: qed at them, and they 
cuſt ia to priſon; thouſands are converted to chriſtianiry. In 
no ſofter Janguage bam ue following] does Stehlen Ipeal to 
the pęeople, Le ſliſſ:necked, and uncircumciſed ig hehrttund 
ears, ye do akvays refit the HOLY 'G HOST: as your fathers: 
did, fo. do ye. Which of the prophets. have not your fathers 
perſecuted ? and they have /lain them which ſhe ved before ot 
the coming of the JusT ONE; of whom ye have been now 
the betrajersarid mu ] ais 18 plain dealing; cal u- 
lated to bring down their fafiy loo, Agreenble to which 
you find through the different epiſtles that mankind are re- 
preſented, dead in treſpaſſes and ſins enemies in their minds 
to Gop - blinded by the god of this wotld; & &c.f But 
of this w. have ſpoken alreddy;”” T therefore afſe, Why the 
apoſtles ound Ez ouſly adopt ſuch a method of predch+ 
ing z and con ſtantiy addreis'finners; in language ſo fulty ex. 
preſſive of their wretched gondition} had they not known 
that /e confidence was both a generaland1hazardons pt ĩuciple? 
4. I now beg feave to appeal to yout tonſtiences as in the 
Tight of Gop Whether, HR Anh qu ꝑte not ſenhble 
of this as ry 
well pte and to > place a "t%&gres, of t confide ence. in 
ſome citcumſtances, which you imagine. diſtinguiſh, you. from 
others? Are you not diſpleaſed, hen attempts are made 
to debaſe man; and ready to declare wich a certain lap per, 
Thus ſaying, thou reproacheſt us alſo ? $ Have you not often 
thought, and per haps oſten faichit iI Hr theugHEED nature is 
depraved, it is not ſo bid as rep e ſented 7 Do you not think, 
that man ought to be treated with more reſpct; and that ſome 
pains _— 1 _ to OY an of his importagces? 
10 vs! 201 (2 10 Tur 
b. Hat 0 1 e 1s "I 85 WE . 115 FT Per 
2 Rom. v. 10. Celf. i. 21, 2 Cor. iv. 4. eſpecially the Text. 
$ Luke xi. 45. R\ 
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2 16 Mankind" are" univerſaily. apt 10 
„. 70UCHING the righteouſneſs whichis in the lau, blames 
E leſs. So very ſtrict had he been in his obedience to the law, that 


neither himſelf nor his brethren could find fault _ him. 
1 Bir Jud e) HT eee dt anew nee 
| - 1 Tm1s narrative confirms the obſer vation, vizi That mankin@ 
make their own righteouſueſs the ground of their conHienee. 
For the very things which the apoſtle now rejects, had been 
gain to him before. The ſame ſpirit-lizes, and reigus Hl. 
There are crowds of modern Pnariſees, who, though they 
0 fall far behind Saul, as tothe privileges of his birth, er the 
|| ſtrict manner of his life, are equally ſelf-confident. Among the 
ſeveral thidgs Which" wen are pt to place confidence in, I 
dall wention the following; 6 


1-4 'F - 2 90 10 1 Vs of 


1. Tr they are nt bad as others. All who'make 


mis plea, manifeſt their extreme ignorance of the law of Goh, 
1h and the goſpel of CHRIST. Yet ſych. t ere are. Ang if we 
[i way baieve' What they Tay, this negative rjghteou 1. you. 
it will admit the expreſſion, is eſteemed a favourable cir um- 
4 ſtance, on the account of which they expect ſome ididulgence., 
F | What a groſs abſurdity ! This comparative phraſe, not /o bad, 
FSi, in it a canfeſſion of guilt, at. e fame time that the 
= finger would extcnuate it. And the guilty, whether the;der, 
th gree of guilt be greater or leſs, are expoſed to damnation. 
F The wages of /ant is death. * , Suppoſe you ſhould: fee two eri - 


migals arraigned at the bar, the one for high-way;rebbery;* 


ie other for murder; and the former ſhould plead before the 
court, as a circumſtance entiyling him to their merey, that: hel- 
Vas a high-way-man, and not a murderer,; you, would: lobk; © 
u pon ſuch a conduct prepoſterous ; and be ready io aſlure{ - 
1 | t | 

| 


e criminal, that the very thing be urged in his own favour, 
i i would be the cauſe of his candemnation. Die ace 
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truſt v thitr wm Riphteviſnaſs; 1 


Au \ſuppoſe you ſmould fad ithe me petſon, while un- 
der cſentente of death, diſppſed to ſpenk Well of his on chi- 
racer, us differing from'thit of hs fellow: eriminal; dv ubilefs 
you would khmeblately ufk mim, What ſatisfuctien could poſ- 
Gbly reſult from a »confiderarion of ſuch difference, ſeeing 
he would as ſurely be executed as the other ? Infinite 
more unreaſondble do thoſe men act, who hope or mee 
becaufe they are vt / bad as others. Sinners, as fach mult 
be damned: he ht and juſtice of Go eaſl for their exetu- 
tion. What pleaſure therefore, can it afford the ſinner nau 2 
or will it afford hereafter, to think, that thebgh he is con- 
demned to lie in hell forever, his character is not as heinous 
as that of other ſinuers? 2 . 
2. Taenxare nuibers whoſe grad life is the ground df their 
cottfiderice before Gn. Probably they have had a religious 
education, and have generally conducted with ſobriety. Aull 


in their dealings with mankind; have carefully adhered to they © 


rules of equity. They have ſcorued toꝰover · reach, or to keep 
back the wages of the Hrellug. Honeſt aud punctual Th 
the payment of their debts. They make no mam call twide 
for his money, unleſs abfolu tely neetſſayy; but promiſe with 
ednrion; and perform wich pudctuality : chuſing ra- 
rather t empty their purſes, than to forfeit their word; or 
ſuffer a poor man to be lmpeded in his buſineſs, and diſtreſ- 
ſed in his family. To which we add, iu order tö fimim the 
character, their exten/ive liberality. They are men ol great 
- Hilthatity ; ſoop affected with che calamities of others, and 
ready to relieve them. be its 
Tit ve ten are highly eſteemed by others, and uſeful th 
che community. We heartify wich an lucreaſe of their nut- 
ber. Their xeneral character bears fore teſetblance to tat 
of BauPthePhariſee. Andi if the approbition of men, Would 
recumαꝰι, tem to GOD, they would · not fall of acreptaucè. 
2 C | But 


18 Mankind ate univerſally apt to 
But after all, it muſt be ſaid toſuch, One thing is wanting; and 
Which is indiſpenſably neceſſary, viz. To be brought to count 
this good life, and all thoſe things which are gain to them but 
bys, for the excellency of the knowledge of CarisT JESUS 
the Logd, However ſtrict they may be in their obſervance 
of both tables of the law, we may venture to affirm, 
that they do not exceed Saul, who, as touching the righte- 
oulneſs chat is in it, was blameleſs,' He, like his brethren the 

Phariſees in the preſent day, made a righteouſneſs of his good 
life; andentertained no ſuch notions of theDeity,as to ſuppoſe 
He would condemn a man that had ſo much to ſay for himſelf, 


23. Tate are others, who make a righteouſneſs. of their 
_ ſubmiſſion to goſpel ordinances ; and thus run counter to 
their original deſign. Should a ſtrict ſearch be made among 
the profeſſors of chriſtianity, we have reaſon to conclude that 
many would be found, who have no better foundation for 
their hope, than their having been church-members for a num- 
ber of years. They can relate the time of their baptiſm, and 
of their admiſſion to the Loxp's table; but cannot give any 
clear account of their having been delivered from the power 
of darkneſs, and tranſlated into the kingdom of God's dear 
Son. Which is an event infinitely more important than the 
former. They ſeem to be as ignorant of the new birth, as 


Nicodemus ; and are ready with him to ay, How can a met 
ener bes oi? 5 


Tux principal difference between their DAY of acceptance 
with Gop, and that of Saul, conſiſts in this; Saul was ig 
the purſuit of eternal life on mere law : they blend law and 
goſpel together. They, have been baptiſed, ſtatedly partake 

of the Loxp's ſupper, keep their place in the houſe of Son, 
pray in their families, do juſtice between man and man, and 
Jometimes give to the poor. And are ſo fixed in their con- 
E in the h it is . taimpoliible to perſuade * 
| that 
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truſt in their own Righteouſneſs. 19 


nt they may be miſtaken. He who tells them, that they muſt 
Have a better righteouſneſs than this; and that they may loſe” 
heaven after their thirty, forty, or fifty years ſtanding in the 
| church, if they have no better plea ; may expect to bring 
upon bimſelf their diſpleaſure: —Surely they have forgotten 


the awful parable of the ten virgins ; and that it is written,” 
They are not all Iſrael that are of Iſrael. Or, which is more 
likely, they have fo cloſely wrapt themſelves up in their owu 
righteouſneſs; and for ſo many years been perſuaded of their 
good eſtate, that they ward off the moſt ſolemn ſcriptures.” 
And now, the only thing that leaves room to hope for their 
converſion is, that the reſidue of the Spirit is with Gop ; 
and when he works, none can let it. He can ſtrip them, as 
he did Saul, of all that is now gain to them; and powerfully ' 
incline them to caſt away all their round of duties, 1 in point of 
dependence, though not in point of em f and to 
glory only. i in the Soy of CHRIS T. 


3 


Tursz are the very men, who have the form, but deny 
the power of godlineſs. And who are capable of treating 
with contempt, the times of refreſhing from the preſence of 
the Loxp ;; thoſe happy ſeaſons, when Gop is graciouſly ' 
pleaſed to pour out his Spirit upon the churches, Neither 
need we wonder, if they become warm in their oppoſition; 
and treat thoſe things as profane, which CHRLs T and his ' 
real diſciples eſteem ſacred. For netwithſtanding their ſhew 
in the fleſh, they perceive not the things of the Spirit of Gop. 


- Hers you will permit me to take notice of whan, I appre- 
hend, is an abuſe of the Loxv's ſupper, viz. Perſons, their. 
hurryiog themſelves into the church of CHRISHUJ³z or their 
ito hurried by others, upon ſome vu colriftions of ſin, 

or 


„ * Mat. XXV. 2 ix. 6. _ 
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; an on W fabar: eee wich ſomes, 
who, upon becoming uneaſy, in their minds. about. the ſlate; 
af their ſauis, haye maniſeſted a very great anxiety, to. be, rs · 
ceired} inte tha church. But upon being aſted the reaſon. 
of; the hope that was within them, appeared. greatly, ignorant. 
ofetheit on txua character, and of che, way, of. life through, 
GH&isT : baying: no maren to. ſaꝝ. for themſelves, than that. 
 they:had. lived long in the noglegt. of thein dug, and con- 
_ claded theꝝ ougbt to. join che, church. And at the. ſame tima 
were.igcapable. of ſatisfingꝭ, either themſelves, or ohass, Wt. 
thyibaGkaensthat5e at: it ier in aaDον ji 


— Is iz kindneſs, ar, cruelty to. perſuade ſagh perſons 
t came-up to the,ardinanges. ?. Should. not. their chriſtian 
friends iaform. them, that a ſubmiſſian to ordinances lays 
non ground. far hope? That. they muſt. be bozo again; and 
joſtified freely, through the, redemption . that there is in 
CarisT ? By ſuch an act of friendſhip, they might be in- 
ſtrumental ol turning their ſolicitude to a matter of eternal 
ce, Am Lin Cars T ? Have Heyer been renewed: 
ja, the ſpirit of my mind . ?—This is the grand point, that 
every. perſon. deſiring, adwiſſion to the Lord's table; ſhould 
: previouſly ſettle, For it is children's bread; deſipned-' for- 
thoſe wha hate a ged. hope through, grace. The: privilege" 
is ſpecial, ;_ intended. for believers only. Hence. we read; that- 
the. Loxn added ta the apoſtolic church daily, ſuch as /boultÞ 
be;ſaved,, i.e, real. believers, as appears in the context. Such. 
alſo were the perſons who compoſed the church in Samaria. + 


Bt$S1DRs,. the houſe of 'Gop is /piritual, and ſaid to be 
built up, with lively, ftanes;} Now the known character of un- 
beljpyers is, that they are d/agin treſpaſſes and ſins. Con- 
_ ſegueatly, are very unfit materials; with which to-buildithis- 
Spiritual houſe, Tus 


+ 42riic 47. with the precodiog Yerſts, Chi vil. 12 3e N. ii 5. 


tnuſt. in their aum Righteonyfareſs.. 2865 


Tn. church af Cuz1gmT is-choſen- outi ofy aui entirelß 
diſtinct, from the, world. If theraforo all perſons of tan ſobem 
life; or who may, appear, ta, be under ſerious: impreſiions: af 
| wind, are to be admitted into it, it will unavoidably tend to 
conſound: the. diſſinction : unleſs we take it! for gran ted that 
all ſuch / are real chriſtians. this, T imagine; will be- 
conſented; to by but feu If it ſhouldꝭ what becomes 

ob the» important doctrine ofi rageneratien; or the ſpe- 
' clall work. of, the Hol w Grown ity the converſion oft 
finner ? And wherein conſiſts a difference; abGblately” 
neceſſary to be made, between morality and real chriſti- 
anity e For the holy ſeriptures, and! our acquaintance 
with mankind; unite to convince us, that men may behave" 
with much external ſobriety, and ſeem to be under very ſerious 
exerciſes of mind; who, notwithſtanding, are ignorant of 
| ine power of igodlineſs: A deiſt, who pours contempt on 
all revealed refigion, may conduct unblameably. And ma- 
ny who live under the diſpenſation of the goſpel, like Felix, 
may be made to tremble. Or with Agrißpa, be alngſt perſuad- 
ed to be chriſtians; Or like the ſtony ground hHearers, re- 
ceive the word with. jay. All this may be, and the perſons 
remain in unbelief; If ſo, regeneration is ſomething more 
than this. It is that work of the Spirit of Gon upon the 
ſinner's mind; by- which his: native · enmity is lain, the ſlub- 
boraneſs of his will ſubdued, and he brought to believe 
with all his heart, and to rejoice in CHRIS TH Jes us, having 
no confidence in the fleſn. The divine influence is certainly 
felt, of which, the ſubject of it is capable of giving ſome ac- 
count, Strange, my brethren, that a man ſhould paſs from 
- death to life ; be delivered from the power of darkneſs, and 
_ tranſlated- into-the-kingdom-of-Gop's” dear-Som; and Kk / 
nothing about it ! At leaſt he will know, that whereas he 
was blind, he now fees. And I humbly conceive, that every 
candiJate for church-memberſhip, ſhoyld be in good mea- 


; « ſure 


. 


2: Mankind are univerſally api to, &c. 


ſure ſatisfied, that he | is the ſubject of this great change. He 
that can ruſh. into the church, and reſt eaſy without ſuch 
3 Fn is in a condition to be ſuſpected. 


* 


WII. I. you therefore bear with me, while I charige'y you be⸗ ä 
fore Gop, and the Lon Jxsus CnRis r, who ſhall judge 
the quick and the dead, To be more anxious to fly for re- 
fuge to the Hope ſet before you, than to fly into His viſible 


church ? for you may be members of a church, and at the | 
_ ſame time | heirs of hell. } 


Le r none think that I have a deſign to diſcourage the pro- 
per ſubjects, from joining the church of CHRIST. Govp for- 
bid ! You yourſelves, my hearers, have had repeated oppor- 
tunities of knowing, that every addition to the church, has 
added to my happineſs. Would to Gop, that converts might 
come as the clouds, and as doves to their windows !—All I 
have in view, is to keep out hypocrites and almoſt chriſtians ; 
and to diſſuade awakened ſinners from ſubſtituting the ordi- 
nances of the goſpel, in the room of Cars r, and his righ- 
teouſneſs. And ſuch an attempt is neceſſary ; becauſe per- 
ſons in theſe circumſtances, like a man drowning, will catch 
at any thing: and have often been known to fly into the 
1 church for ſafety, like cab to the horns of the altar. 
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The Sinner's beſt Ri ghteouſneſs proved te to 
| | be eſſentially deficient. 
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MN PROCEED to the ſecond thing pro- 
* poſed, which is to ſhew, that a ſinner's 
1 beſt righteouſneſs is eſſentially defective; 


| * therefore not to be mentioned in Point of ac- 
KIRK ceptance with Gor. | 


F234 


RIGHTEOUSNESS is confority to adivine rule. This rule 
is the law of Go. If therefore our obedience anſwers to its re- 
quirements, it is accepted: if it fails ip one polat, it is rejected. 


"THAT the divine law is the rule of righteouſneſs, will be 
"readily granted. It remains then, that we enquire into its na- 
ture, in order to aſſiſt us in bringing our obedleace tothe trial. 


THE low of nature, under- which man was: in his primi- 
tive ſtate, was inſcribed on his heart. That ſuch a law was 
© connate with, and as it were, implanted in the man, ap- 
, * pears from the reliques ; which like the remains of ſome 
40 noble building, are ſtill extant iu every man; namely, 
from theſe common notions, by which the Heathens them- 
* ſelves diſtinguiſhed right from wrong, and by which they 
« were a law to themſelves ; which ſbeus the work, of the law 
« written in their hearts, their conſciences bearing witneſs.” * 


By this law, man was required to love the Lonp his Gon, 
; with 


- 


Pr. Wiiſius, in his Oeconomy of the Covepants, 50 
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SR all 1 with all his ſonl, a with allchis mind, 
And as his love wits 40 be.fiþrante,. ſoMiis obtdiente: was to be 
perfef?. That man in his Gate of i innocence, was under the 
. moſt ſacred obligations, to-Jove 
fefly, none will offer to deny. But alas, he ſinned and fell. 
The efetts, of this uct of diſdbedienee, at leaſt Tome öf them, 
became immediately apparent. olle. feur, and alienation 
from Gop, appeared in the behaviour of the apoſtate pair. 
Of which their poſterity, by virtue of that federal relation . 
they flood in to them, became-paytakors: and. as faſt as the 
world was peopled, native corruption was propagated. Hed 
from this-ſource actual ſins proceeded. : 1 


Ar rxk a number of years bad claphea, bod the I/ 3 
nature was almoſt obliterated, by that food of i ioiquity that 
had taken place, the Lox p JEHo VA iſſued an edition of the 
law from mountSinai, with the moſt dreadful-circumſtances, 
The. deſign- of which was to let mankind know, that though 
they had forgotten their obedience, Jerovan had not forgot- 
ten his law. Alſd to ia orm them, that though they had loſt 
their abillty Pegel to obey, the divine LA w SN hillmet 
bolt bis authority to command. -Thiſe commands rte 
Written on tables of /one, to denote their perpetuity; and 
«depoſited in the arx. Aud tiwunh the ark and the tables 
of ſtone: are loft, the law remains, and will femalh ſo far us it 
s nurul, a rule 6f righteduſnefs. God fotbid mat we ſhould 
once fupp3ſe, that it has either deen abrogated, br relaxed! 
_ «Which would de to feflect upoti its adorable Author. Its pre- 
cepts are tranſerlbed In ue new tellament. When a Pha- 
\rifee aſked our dieine Lon b, Which is the ꝑredt chmmand. 
ment in the liw ? laſtead of hinüng that it was either relax 
ed or abolimed, He readily replied; Th: Malt love the LORD 
Thy GOD with all-thy Heut, 8 thy neighbour hl 


od Rom. 2 19. 
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On hh 615 l hang all the law and the prophets. 4 
Compared with the following words of St. Paul ; Theu bulk 
not commit adultery, Thou ſbalt not kill, Thou ſhalt not fleal, Thats 
Jhalt nat beat falſe witneſs, Thou ſhalt not covet ; and if there 
be any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this ſay- 
ing. namely, Thou ſbalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf. +. In theſe 
places, together with thoſe referred to in the margin, there 
are parts of the moral law inſiſted on; which are a plain 
proof of i Its r n ; 


To which I add that SM badge in in Mat: v. Think 
nat I am come to deftray , the law and the prophets : I am not coms 
to defiroy, but to fulfil, For verily T ſay unto you, Till heaven 
and earth paſs, one jot or one tittle ſball in no wiſe paſs from the 
law .till all be fulfilled. Whoſoever therefore ſhall break one of 
theſe leaſt commandments, and ſhall teach men ſo, he ſball be called 
the leaſt in the kingdem of heaven. Here our bleſſed Lo p not 
only clears Himſelf of having a deſign to ſupetſede the law; 


by the promulgation of his goſpel ; but alſo threatens the 
ja! who ſhall dare to teach fuch a ſentiment. 


As to the nature of this law, which we have d con 
inves, [ would obſerve, - Kt 


1. Tur it is holy. | Vis te git be, as it is the law of 
an a inge holy Gon. | 


. 


2, Ir is juft. If it is the law of Gon, it muſt be io ; be- 


2 He, who ever acts agreeable to the ſtricteſt Wer of 


righteouſneſs, would: never lay down as the rule of moral. 


r Nr that | is __ ia its demands, 


3. IT, is exceeding broad, reaching to the chai, and 


the intents of the heart. Thus ChRISs T explains it;: 
nel Tf D rn re 
+ Mat. xxl. 3441. 1 Rom, Xl, 9 TFames ii. 8, 11. 
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1 bave 00 is wan ud al time; Thou ſhalt dan bnd 


ltery. But Iſay unto. yau, That whoſoever locketh on a mn 
7 = after her, lat h committed adultery with her. already in Ms 

heart. *Note, A luſtful logk,isheatt-adultery; If amanindel- 
ges in beartone ſecret luſt, even ſuppoſe it ĩs never actualty gra- 


tified, ſuch is the nature of this law, that he is deemed, and | 
treated by it as a tranſgreſſor. In this the divine differs from 


nan laws. The latter have nothing to do with thoughts, 

aud only condemn for actions: the e condemus fer the 
ſins of the heart. And thus it is . it thould be A 
cauſe thoughts are as open tothe view Jerry A 27 ac- 
tions, and when ſinful, are no leſs an 'A Wee 31 
conviction of the extent of the law, would make a man trem- 
ble. Suppoſe your breaſts were tranſparent, and your thoughts. 
Viſible ; ſo that he who ſits next to you, could opſet he alt 
that paſſes within; "who of you Would not ſhudder ? ? Ant 

would yohl fear chat man ſhould know your fecret i imagioa- 
tions 2 Tremble them O ſinner, for to God, Whoſe eyes, are 
like a flame of fire, all things are naked ! Hell is ſaid to be 


without covering: This then is one of the requirements of 


the law, even tryth in the, in 28 rd paris. A, conformity of” 


| foul: to it in every faſtaace 
ſuch conformity, is a want of righteou gels ; 1 — account o 


Yhich the man, is condemned by the law.. 


TRE law requires perfect obedience as the oadition of lle. 
That is, obedjence that is unipetſal and uninterripted. Univer- 


out e ception, A want SY 


13 or wheſeeve, [ heeb,t he whale law, and ꝓet affendin Nx. 
fn bei ee e Vaigterrupted ;ifordvis Whitten, Cur- 
Tis 115 one that g UETH mat in all ae things whichs 


are written in the book of the law to do them. 4 By this rule 
our obedience is. to be tried, in order to determine, whether 
we ſhall Hang. or f. falb in — * geo thing. 


A #3 27, 10 I calle Ib. f Cl Li. 18S 
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The inquiry reſis intirely 6h theſe tw Oo particulafs, Are we 
in heart, and in He, what the law requires we ſhould be? 
Arowe ſatisfied before Gop; chat we have à perfect confor- 
mity of ſoul to the fature and demands of his'law ? Have we 
never violated the law in beart}byrindvlging dorüly paſſions; 
| ſuch as covetouſneſs, revenge, þride, So. ? If we have fwerved 
in heart from this perfect law, in a ſiogle inſtance, it neither 
admits repentance, nor accepts ſincerity ; but condemus us. 
Il ſo, we are all condemned; for we are ail confcious that 
nuturally, n deſtitate of thi Tonforditty. 


1 Do ab vi 160k ꝛslaig 21} .t 6 


AGAIN: Let the. ſinner examine. the abecicnes of fs 72 
as it bern conſtant, ſince he became capable of diſtinguiſhing | 
good from evil? Has he always delighted in the divine law ; 
and never turned aſide from the paik of duty? Has his obiss 
diegee been univenal, to ever precept without exception 2! 
Has he no failed in one iuſtance ? If he has, the ing? ora® 
cls declare he is guy ail. But it is unneceſſary io en: 
large, ſeeing every mouth is ſtopped, and all the world is 
become guilty before Gop. Every man knows, that he falls 
ſnert of the r nn of the law, both in heart ag life.” 


of ene done wy Heng in ern to! wean them 
to Go; when his law requires, aud will diſpenſe with no- 
ching leſs ihan ferfe? obedience as ihe condition of his favour : 
and they themſelves acknowledge that their obeditnce is 
imperfect ? Should they not rather fear and tremble, las 
they fall ſo len harre e requires: ?: 


Gill: p n 15110 2d 01301 volt 


OBJECTION. Perhaps it will be ſaid, in oppobition to 
the preceding ſemiments, That it Vould be unjuſt If Gop 
to require mote of us, thau in o pteſent cireumſtances, we' 
arable to perforts,. That ths goſpelꝰ * 
821 | de gne 
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defigned t to ſoften the rigohr of the former conſtitution, and + 
to render the terms of acceptance more eaſy, by. ſubſtituting 
Fincere, in the room of perfec obedience. That JIxsus 
Cnxis r died to atone. for the imperfections of our obedi- 


ence; inſomuch that we need not doubt of ſalvation, if we 
e do as well as we can. 8 


4 Rurrr. The law was given to man, „ while l in his ſlate: 
= of i innocence, at hich time his abilities were equal in every 
il reſpect to its demands. Gop required no more of him, than 
he had power to perform. His preſent incapacity, is an effect 
of his ſin; and ſubſequent to the exiſtence of the law. Con- 
{equently it cannot be unjuſt in Gon, to require perfecb obe- 
dience of him, he being now morally unable to yield it; un- 
leſs it can be ſoppoſed that with the ſinner's loſs: of ability- 
10 perform, ihe Deity has loſt his authority to command. 
A ſhocking ſuppoſition ! Is not the authority of Gor ovet- 
his creatures, invariably the ſame ; notwithſtanding any al- 
terations that may take place in them ? ? Doubtleſs. Whoſe 
fault is it that we labour under a moral inability to yield per- 
fect obedience to the divine law ? Our own ſurely. Shall 
uwe then plead that impotence, which is an ect of our wicked- 
neſs, as a reaſon why Gop ſhould be leſs ſtrict in his de- 
mands ?- Suppoſe you ſhould lend your friend in good cir- 
cumſtances, a thouſand pounds, payable at a certain time; 
and he ſhould ſpend his eſtate at a gaming table, and there- 
by become reduced to poverty. Would his inability render“ 
it unjauſt in you to demand your money; or diſſolve his ob- 
ligation, io pay it? Verily; whatever might be his condition, 


your demand would be indiſputably juſt 3- and his OP” 
tion not to be called i in queſtion, i 


| Many things might be inſiſted on, in Saks to the ab 
edles, viz. That the goſpel, inſtead of being deſigned to 
| abuts the rigour of the Jaw, reyealsa righteouſneſs: for _ 
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Juſtification of the ſinner, that is in every teſpect adequate to 


its requirements. If fo, there is no neceſſity of a relaxation of 
u. This will be the ſubject of the next diſcourſe. 


AGAIN ; If the law of Gow in its original ate, was per- 
fect; and in every reſpect conſiſtent with the perfections of 
the divine nature: ſuch as became a Gon to give, and the 
creature to obey ; ; how can it be relaxed? Can it be al. 


tered without | injury? Isit poſſible that. it ſhould nn a 
change, and yet retaia its perfection? 


. FARTHER; If the law admits: ſincere inſtead of perſett obe-. 
dience, . in conſequence of the introduction of the goſpel ;, 
how comes it-to paſs, that CHRIS H and his apoſtles moghr 
the perpetuity. of the law ; and aſſure us, that whoſoever 


ſhall offend in one point, is. gulliy al au More than this, 
it never required. 


. 


Fux friends of theſe opinions, « run ae inſeaſibly,” 
fays a late, judicious divine, © into the groſſeſt inconſiftence, 
They hold that Gop in mercy to. mankind has aboliſhed 
* that rigorous conſtitution or law, that they were under ori- 

& ginally ; and inſtead of it, has introduced a more mild con- 
< ſtitntion, and put us under à new law, which requires na 
more than imper fect fincere obedience, in compliance. with 
4 our poor infirm impotent circumſtances fince the fall. 


«© Now, how, can theſe things be made conſiſtent? I would 
u aſk What law theſe imperſections of our obedience are a 

&« breach of ? If they are a breach · of no law that we were ever 
« under, then they are not ſins. And if they be not fins, what 
% need of CriR1s T's dying to fatisfy for them? But if they 
«are ſins, and the breach of ſome law, what law is it? They 
& cannot be a breach of their new law; for that requires 
1 no other than imperfe& obedience, or obedience with im- 
n perfections: and therefore to have obedience attended 
V whh ehen, is 0 breach of it ; for! it is as much 


«& as 
4 


"Ze Sire 9 200 e 


** as it requires. © And they cannot be a breach of their ol& 
4 law; for that, they ſay, is entirely aboliſhed, and we never 
«were under it. — They ſay, it would not be jut in Gop to 
© require of us perfect obedience, becauſe it would not, be 
1% jũſt in Gop to require more than we can perfolm, or. to 
« puniſh us for failing of it. And therefore, by their own, 
* ſcheme, the imperfections of our obedience do not deſerve 
* to be puniſhed. What need therefore of Cur1sT's dy- 
ing, to fatisfy for them ? What need of his ſuffering to ſa- | 
« tisfy for that which is no fault, and in its own nature de- 
© ſerves: no ſuffering ? What need of CHRIS “s dying, to 
& purchaſe, that our imperfef obedience ſhould be accepted, 
6 when according to their ſcheme, it would be unjuſt in it- 
þ ſelf, that any other obedience than imperfect ſhould be re- 
& quired ? What need of CHRls T's dying to make way for 
* Gop's accepting, ſuch an obedience as it would'be unjuſtin' 
Hi not to accept ? Is there any need of CHRIS T's dying, 
1 to prevail with. Gon not to do unrighteouſly ? If it, 
* be. ſaid, that CHRIST. died to ſatisfy that old law for us, 
Gs that ſo we might not be under it, but that there might be 
* room, for our being under a more wild law; ſtill I would. 
* inquire, what, need of CuR1sT's dying that we might not. 
cx be under a law, which (by their. principles) it would be 
6 unjuſt that we ſhould be under, whether CHRIS had died 
or no, becauſe in our preſent ſtate we are not able to keep 
it 2 The glariog inconſiſtencies, which this author Bas 
judiciouſly pointed out, I apprehend; can never be reconciled 
1 theſe principles. Ino] proceed to the 


- M14; HzaD;Toſhew. . the e bis ng 
perimentally acquainted with the grace of the goſpel, is there · 
by led to renounce all confidence in the fleſn; and to expect 
acceptance with Gon, only on account of that N 
ubhbich is through the fajthiof CHRIST. 9 „ Vs 


+ preſident Edwards, on the F —— of the Will. p. 15 8, 150 
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Tuis obſervation is contained in, and proved by the text. 
; Ie what things were GAIN fo me (whitle aPhatiſee) theſe Icon 
hed Loss for CH R IST (apon'my converfion to chriſtianity. 
Tea doubtleſs, and I (do now as a believer in Jesvs, and an 
apoſtle) count all things (whether birth-priviteges,” legal ob- | 
ſervances, ſubmiſſion to gofpel-ordinances ; zeal, diligence, 
and fidelity in the miniſtry, Sc.) but Loss fo the excellency of 
the knowledge of CHRIST FESUS my LORD : for whom 
.{ have fufered the ließe of all things, (of all things as explainet 
above; and of all temporal good things, ſuch as the good 
opinion of his country-men, the way to wealth and prefer- 
ment, a fixed and quiet habitarion ; and inſtead of theſe he 
became expoſed to bonds, ſtripes, and impriſonment ; yea, 
and death itſelf.) And do count them but dung that I may uin 
CHRIST, (whois alpha and omega; the ſum total of the 
chriſtians-treaſure)' And be found in Him (to fuch there'is'no 
condemnation; ) nos having mine own righteouſneſs, which is 
F the lau, but that which-is through the faith of CHR : ST}, 
the G NN which 1 10 ef G * D by faith, 


Tas paſſage ; is lt, 00 artkiag. In it St. Paul ares. 
us what his views had been, ſo long as he remained ignorant. 


of the glorious: goſpeb; and declares in the moſt explicit man · 
ner, that the high-eſteem he had lotig entertained for his owt. 
obedience, was.entirely removed, by an acquaintance with the 
riches of grace. Obſerve the pains he takes to explode bed 4 
own, and to extob the rigbteouſnefs of Jesus. He views 
them id contraſt, tramples on the one, and glories in the 
ether: The eyes of his mind having been opened, he ſets that 
all his attempts be obtalt the divine fivour, by a courſe of 
obedience, were H/; a le, of time, and a ih of labour: and 
that if Go had not plucked. bim as a brand from the burn-, 
ing, he ſhould. 9 2 off his immortal ſoul... L 
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Ir is obſervable, that he does not only renounce his dyn 

righteouſneſs, which he explains as being F the law ; but 

| that he does it ia the moſt politive manner, and with a bigh 
degree of contempt. * Yea deubtleſs, and I count all things 

but loſs”—He came to this concluſion, upon the cle «reſt con- 

viction of its truth. In no principle was he more fully eſta- 

. blithed, than that his own righteouſneſs was %% and dung. 
Or d:gs meat, as ſome chuſe to read the latter Greek word. * 
But the former tranſlation conveys the apoſtles idea in a more em- 
phatic manger, it being whatevea dogs themſelves wouldrejedt. 


In language like this we find the Sh ſpeaking ; But 
ve are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteouſneſſes are as 
Filthy rags. F—Rags are inſufficient to cover the body, and to 
keep it warm: fo the ſinner's beſt righteouſneſs is abſolutely | 
inſufficient to clothe his naked ſoul, and to ſecure it from 
the wrath of Gop, and the curſes of his law;—Rags are an 
evidence of poverty: ſo man's righteouſneſſes when compared 
with the law of Gop, manifeſt that he is poor, and wretched, -- - 
Rags render a man lighted : fo he who appears in his own 
riphteouſneſs, will be ſer at naught. Except your righteouſneſs 
Hall exceed the righteouſneſs of the Scribes. and Phariſees, (ſuch 
a righteouſneſs was. Saul's, for he was a n ye Mall i in 
200 caſe enter into the kingdam of heaven. | T 


"Bur the prophet adds to the phraſe, ſaying, “ all our 

couſneſſe:areas filthy rags”--Howlothſome muſt he be to you, 

| who appears in filthy rags ? Infinitely more ſo muſt he appear 

to JEHovan, who introduces his own righteouſneſs, as the 
ground of his hope and the reaſon of his tee, 


HERE, my brethren, you obſerve an agreement in ſenti- | 
ment, concerniing the ſinner's righteouſneſs, between a great 
prophet, and a great apoſtle, The courtly Iſaiah does not 

. | | think 

SN Þ+ Ja. Lxiv. 6. f Mat. v. 20. 


* 


real 4% Be — 15 ie: '* 0 


think it whe or anbecoming, touſe one of the loweſt compar 
Tiſons,, when the nature ol the ſubject requires. it. In which, 
be is followed by one of the moſt learned of the n. be 


Ii is des pt ot inthe text, that the fon grace which. 
ioclined St. Paul to renounce all confidence in the fleſh; did 
alſo lead him to truſt ahne for juſtification before Gop, io the. 
finiſhed righteonſ neſs of CHRIST; not having mine own righ-” 

temuſueſs which it of the lau, but, that which. is through the faith - 
CHRIS Tube righteauſneſi which it ꝙ G 0 D by faith. Note. 
This righteouſneſs is through the faith CH RIS T,andoſGOD 
byfaith. Expreſſions of nearly the ſame import. ItisofG O D, as 
he appointed it, and will accept it, as the ſole reaſon of the fin- 
ner's diſcharge from condemnation, and admiſſion to eternal 
glory. And it is F CHRIST, as He hath wrought it out; 
having made an end of /ins, and made reconciliation for inigui - 
aka bro0ght #1 ET ERLANTING RiGHTROU sNESS. -{+ 


Tur phraſa i faith, is expreſſive of the uſe of faith in the 
buſineſs of juſtification, viz; That it is by faith in the word of 
Gop, that the ſinner diſcovers the glory, ſuitableneſs.and per- 
fection of the divine righteouſueſs; and becomes perſuaded 
that; j jt. is an infallible ground for. hope; and i is thereby in- 
fluenced to venture his naked ſoul upon it. This is the: 


righteouſneſs in which. the apoſtle prays to be e found, while 
he peremptorily rejects all other, 


Tus convert on. of 8t. Paul will readily be allowed to 4% 
genuine and he a. pattern to them, who ſhould after him 
believe in CuRISs N to everlaſting life. Conſequently every_. 
true convert will be like minded. Like cauſes will produce 
like effects. All who are under the influence of the ſame grace, 
will glory only in the croſs of CHRIST. And however they 
may, differ in ſome things of sen vill not differ 
2 in 
5 + Das. ix. 24, | 
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in the grand poluts of the goſpel. While they meet in diffe- 
| rent-places for the ſervice of Gor, worſhip in different modes, 
and are diſtinguiſhed by differeat names; they are Nil ene in 
CHRIST JESUS: whoſe ſupreme wiſh is to win CHRIST, 
and to be found inflitm;'couiring their owh tighteouſdeſs but 
and dung. Such ws the diſcoveries that are made to their 
minds, by 15 Spirit of Gop, of the extent, aud ſpirituality 

of the law, that they at once find it a miniftration of death x 
and that their beſt obedience will not ſtand the triat; On the 
other hand, they have ſuch clear views by Faith, of the ado· 
Table merits of Ius us, in their all-atonirlg virtue, that wy 


* rejoice | in Him, having no confidence in the _ 


2 PASS now to ſome prafica improveinent. 


1. Havinopioned: the vniderfalitg; 5 . of this i fo 
rit of ſelf-confidence, it ſeems neceffary to caution you againſt 
it. Nothing, we find, is more natural to man ; neither can. 
any thing be more hazardons, than to truſt in himſelf. This 
ſpirit, if permitted to govern, will lead you into inconceivable 
mifery ; becanſe under its io fluetice yo truſt to ſomething. 
fbr acceptance with God, that is effentially wrong; a righ- 
teouſnefs that will not bear the trial. And at the fame time. 
that you run this dreadful riſque, you deſpiſe the riches of 
Gop's goodnefs, in providing a better righteouſneſs than 
your own ; and contemn the author of eternal ſalvation. 
Such, depend upon it, ſhall not paſs with impunity. 


2. Fnon the preceding difcoutſe'it is plain in what ſenſe the 
apoſtle renouticed all works done by him, whether before or 
after believing ; viz. Tn point of dependence, He had no in- 
tention to teach us that the law was relaxed; or that ou —5 | 
obligation to obedience was in any degree Ween. Far 
it from Him to lead men to treat the diy ine faWw with indif- 

Re. fe 8 rence 
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proved to be Zea defelent, , 75 9 4 


ference. The point he laboured in his ſeveral epiſtles, with 
the greateſt. perſpicuity, is to beat men off, not from obedi- 
ence to the law conſidered as duty; bur from truſting in it 
for juRification, either in whole, or in part. It was uo grief 
pent: but he repeated bitterly, that he had made fo great a 
miſtake in the matter of acceptance with God, as to look for 
the divine favour on the foot of his own doings. * By this 
conduct he robbed Go p of his honour, CHRIS r of the'plory _ 
of his compleat righteouſneſs, and entirely ſet afide the glo- 
xious plan of redemption revealed in the goſpel In the ſame 
ſenſe ſhould-:every- man abſolutely reject his beſt obedience. 
And doubtleſs he will do it, if he is acquainted with the na- 
ture of che law, and the grace of the goſpel. As to the law, 
it condetmus for one ſailure; conſequently he who is ſenſible 
of thonſands in the courſe of his obedience, will not dare o 
introduce it as the reaſon of his acceptance. And as to the 
goſpel, it reveals a righteouſneſs for the juſtification of tho 
ungodly, that was wholly finiſhed by JesUs CHAIS ; and 
which no ſinner has any claim to, on account of what he has 
done, or can do. Not of works left any man ſhould boaſt. F 


3. From hence I obſerve, that the real believer will as 
fully reject all ſelf · confidence, as open-profanenefs. A man 
may turn from ſwearing, drunkenneſs, uncleanneſs, &c. to the 
profeſſion, and practice of godlinefs ; and remain at the ſame 
time warmly attached to his own righteouſneſs. That very 
alteration of his conduct, of which he is ſenſible, and others 
obſerve, is a ground of his confidence. He is pleaſed with 
it; and ſecretly thinks himſelf better than others. Such 
were the Phariſees in the days of CHRIS H : they looked up- 


on themſelves as holy and deſpiſed their neighbours, This 
ſelf. conlidence was their bane, 


LT 


| SE NY r 
+ Eph. ü. 9. % 
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I BESEECH you, ſuffer the word of exhortation, Examine 
vourſelves, whether you have ever been led to count all 
but loſs, for the excellency of the knowledge of CHRIST Jx- 
sus the Lonxp? Je old profeſſors, ye long eſtabliſhed chtiſ- 
tiaas, are you built on the foundation of the a poſtles and 


propheis; Jxs us CHRIS TH Himſelf being the chief corner- 


ſtone? Do you reſt infinitely ſatisfied with Him ? and is He 
dearer to you than every other object? Have you been 


brought to rejoice iu the glories of his character, and his 


ſpotleſs righteouſneſs ? And are you anxious to place the 
crown on his head? Or have you ſome ſecret reſerve ? Do 
your hearts ſuggeſt ſome plea beſides CHRIS T ? Paul re- 
nounced every thing for Him ; he had nothing to defire but 
to be found in Him. May this be your caſe ; may this be 


mine! For ſhould we hold up: both hands againſt the fla- 


grant vices of the day, and bear open teſtimony againſt grow. 
ing profaneneſs, and at the ſame time indulge this felF- 
righteous ſpirit, we ſhall finally be placed with the worketa 
of! . 
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3 David alſo deſcribeth the Bleſſduoſs of the Man unts. © { 
 whimG OD WEN Riphteauſneſs without Warks. 1 | 
| 


MOOR r. Paul's gel ign in this chapter, and in a great 
X part of the epiſtle, is to diſtinguiſh between 
SK; juſtification by the deeds of the law, and by 
| the righteouſneſs of faith. The former ſenwi- 
ooch ment he had early imbibed, and warmly pro- 
moted, till it pleaſed Gop to call him by grace. Upon which, 
he, with equal zeal and diligence preached the very faith he 
had laboured to deſtroy. The text aud context afford us a 
ſtriking inſtance of. his alteration of mind, and ſolici- i1 
tude to propagate his new opinion; between which, and | 
the principles of his education. there is an evident contraſt, | 
The language of one is, Do and live: the other ſpeaketh ex= Mt 
preſly, Abraham believed GOD, and it-was counted to him fon 
righteouſneſs, . Now to him that worketh, is the reward not reck-. 18 
oned of grace, but of debt, But to him that worketh net, but be- | 
lieveth on him that juſtifieth the ungadly, his faith is counted for. + 
righteouſneſs. q. d. The labourer is worthy of his hire. What 
a man receiveth as an equivalent for his induſtry, is not of grace 
but of debt. He wrought for it, and may claim it. So, if any 
man ſhould inſinuate that the ſinner is juſtified before Gov, | 
in confequence of good wes done by him; he deſtroys the | 
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| goftrine of grace. And the teſtimany of Pauidis W | 
to confirm the important truth z Even as David alſo deſcribetß 

the bleſſedneſs of the man unto whom GO D imputeth righteouſ- 
neſs without works. The authority of Abraham and David 
had great weight with many, to whom St. Paul was called 
to preach and write. Abraham, the father of the faithful, 
was jultified by faith without the deeds of the law: and Da- 
vid, a man after Gop's own heart, and an inſpired prophet, 
deſcribes the bleſſed man to whom a righteouſneſs is imputed 


| Without Works; faying, Bleed it the man whoſe iniquit ies are 


Jorgiven and whoſe ſins are covered. Bleſſed is the man to whim 
the Lo RD will not impute ſn. This quotation is out of PJa, 


32. The text is St. Paul's comment on it; who, as he was 


inſpired by the ſame Spirit, muſt be allowed to underſtand 
the meaning of the royal prophet infallibly. So far then is our 
apoſtle from treatinp the dottrive of inibuted rigbteoueſs as 
novel, um cr iptural, or uhſurd, that he aſſures us it was an arti- 
cle of Havid's creed; and taught in the verſes he had cited. 
Droit ſpeaks of the Forgiueneſs of ſin, and of its non-imputation 1; 
bur Joes not uſe the phraſe imputed righteoufſngſs. St. Paw 
tnforns3 us in his expoſition of the words, that this. is theit 
import, Bed is ye! to whom the I. OR D amputeth' e 
D ng wir heut works. © Here we have 


I. A . Was of, 


II. Which Gop is ſaid to impute without works. 


III. And their bleſſedneſs declared, who are juſtified by | 
this imputed righteouſneſs. 


I. A righteouſneſs ſpoken of. 


us ſubject of St. Paal'sdiſconrle is ju cation in the night 
of Gop; therefore the righteouſneſs he pleads for, is ſuch as 


is calculated to jullify in this ſenſe, In the ſequel he _ 
u 


either part, or influence in the matter ; and thereby leaves 
us but little room to wander in purſuit of his meaning: 
which miſt be, either that our faith is our righteouſneſs; or 
the obedionee and ſufferings of CHRIsT. The former was the 
ſentiment of Arminius, and is ſtill embraced by his followers. 
To prove which, they repeatedly urge thoſe expreſſions of 
the apoſtle, being juſtified by faith ; his faith is counted for 


rig llcauſnoſ, &c. * In which paſſages, and others of a like | 


impdrt, I humbly conceive he cannot mean, that a ſinner is 
Jaſtified before Gop, by the act of believing ; or that he is 
counted righteous becauſe of his faith. For 11 


1. THERE is a manifeft diſtinction between faith, and that 


righteouſneſs which is imputed for juſtification, | * For Lam 
not aſhamed of the goſpel of CHRIST; for it is the power 
of Go unto ſalvation, to every one that believeth;to the cu 
firſt; and alſo to the Greek. For therein [i. e. in the goſpel] 
zs therighteouſne/s of GOD revealed from faith tofaith.” + Tbat 
St. Paul here ſpeaks of juſtifying righteouſneſs, I conclude 
from the eonnectionof the words with the preceding context. 
Verſe 15. he declares his readineſs to preach the goſpel. to 
thoſe that were at Rome alſo, Verſe 16. he glories in it, and 
gives the reaſons why he does ſo. Verſe 17. he explains the 
nature of the goſpel, via. That it is a revelation of righteouſ- 
neſs from faith to faith. This is one of its glories, that it 
exhibits a righteouſneſs as an article of faith, by which all 
who. believe are juftified from all things, from which they 
could not be juſtified by the law of Moſes, The diſtinction 


between righteouſneſs and faith in this Verſe is obvious. 1 


therefore obſerve, If a ſinner is juſtified before Gop by righ- 
zeouſneſs imputed to him, he cannot be faid to be juſtified in 
the ſame ſenſe by Faith, which the apoſtle ſo carefully diſtin- 
guiſhes from it. WON WIS 


N Rom, iv. 7 Ram. 5 16, 17. | 
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fully excludes the ſionet's obedience to the law, from having 4 


„ oh 


p | 
; wa — = 4 
e ̃ F 
1 — 


— - * 4a = } 
w— =; r 


* N * 
—— — — 


— 
——ꝛñäů 2 ů ˙ — unn . w ˙ůùnumul!! ñ M nm / / ̃¶ n oe —_—_ 
. l * y F e * 
4 k 1% 


— 
” E 22 = * 
kd * 
A 
— — — — * * 
— h re on les IRA» cg WEIS. Oo ths 49 ey ren, 
1 
\ 
: 


. - EI 4% 
= TR IR 1 
a < 
* — 8 
. f ot. i. —Tmn k- 
* A* 


Bs YT; i. et 1 * * a N 
x * 1 
f =” by 
- = . 
8 


40 Inputed Righteouſneſs ene of 


A: Tu HAT > richteonfocs by which a ſinner is juflified before 
Gon, is þerfeft conformity to the divine law. The law is the 
rule of righteouſceſs ; by wbich IEH OVA both, condemns 
and acquits the ſinner. If his righteouſneſs, be it- ferfonal 
or imputed, anſwers to the demands of the law, juſtice is ſatis- 
fied. If it fails in a fingle inſtance; the ſinner is condemned. 
If thou wilt enter into life, i. e. by virtue of thine own obedi- 


ence, keep the commandments. * For ix is written, Curſed is every 


ene. that continueth net in all the things which” are written. 
in the book: of the lau to do them. 1 Who then will ſay,«that 


Faith is ſuch a conformity? or that the Lawerver will: de- 


part from his juſt requirement of perfect obedience as the con- 
e of life ; and inſtcad thereof accept faith ? 


3. Tus ſcriptures when ſpeaking of juſti tasten 4 0 re· 


miſſion, &c. aſcribe them to CH AIST; td his obedience, Blood, 


righteouſneſs, &c. but faith is properly tHe work of the HbLY: 
GHosrT in the ſoul. © No internal work of the Holl v Gnos'T; 
* though in this our preſent tate, it were moſt abſolutely 
perfect, ſo as to exclude every thing of ſin, could be any 
part of that righteouſneſs that muſt juſtify us'before'Gop: 
* To ſuppoſe that it could, would be manifeſtly to con- 
found the offices of the Redeemer, and of the Hor 


% GHos T. It was CHRIST that was to merit for us; the 
„ HoL Gos r was never to merit for us. It was not 


* the HoLy GHosT that died for us, nor can his operati- 
* ons or productions in us, have any cauſative influence to 
<« the meriting the juſtified, and accepted ſtate of any perſon 
© before God. They cannot make us never to have //inned ; 
«* nor can atone for aur having done fo.—Suppoſe we a perſon, 
i as ſoon as he is converted made perfectly free from ſin; 


 . & that very moment, by ſome extraordinary powerful work 


* 1 the Hol 1 Gnos r on his foul, how ſhall that expiate 


for 
„Mar. xix. 17. -+ Gal. iii. 10. 


223 2 
= . 
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* for his having been a ſinner ?” Agreeable to this writer, 
whoſe words are according io truth, he that ſays,we are cou nt- 
ed righteous before. Gop, on account of aur faith, aſcribes 
that to faith, or to the HoLY.GnosT, who is its great Effi- 

cient, which: properly belongs io CHRIS TH; and thereby con- 
founds their offices, which are clearly diſtinguiſned in the 


M bst ewe i aft eg een | | 
4. Tux ſacred writings in many places militate againſt, 
yea fully overthrow this notion, © That Gop accepts us as 
righteous; in | his ſight, on account of cur faith.” A cloud 
of witneſſes ſtand ready to vindicate the truth. We are ſaid 
to be ju/tified freely by his grace, through the redemption that is in 
FESUS CHRIST .+1t © through the redemption that there 

is in CHRIST,“ then not for believing.— The fame apoſtle 
ſays, , ther ſigner is juſtified by his Blood. — If by the blood of 
CHRIST, then notiby faith CHRIST is called The LORD 
eur righteouſneſs ;$' aud faid to be made ofGor unto believers, 
righteouſneſs. * The reaſon of whichexpreſſion is, that CHRIST 
is the author of a compleatand ſpotleſs righteouſneſs, by which 
all who believe are juſtified, .- It follows that if CarIsT is 
the ſinners righteouſneſs, faith is not. I add but one paſſage 
more: For as by one man's diſobedience many were made, (or 
conſtituted) /inners : 5 by the obedience of One, ſhall many be 
made righteous.++ If a ſinner is made righreous in the Gght of 
2 isSt. Paul's ſenſe here, by the obedience of CH R IST, 


h a he cannot be ſald to be accepted as righteous on account 
ol his auh. Which leads me to obſerve, 


5. THAT when the apoſtle ſays we are ju/ifed by faith, be 
daes not mean the act of believing, as proved above, but pro- 
bably the objec? i believed in ; even Ixs us CHRIST, who it 

| | F the 


4 2 Cornality of Religious Contention. | 
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the end the lau for righteouſneſt, do every one ; that zelievet h. 
May not the expreſſion be metonymical ? We find in the fa - 
ered writings that in is put for the uniſbment of it. * CHRIST 
is put for his on doctrine. + Haß is put for the COD of lobe. 1 
By the ſame agure ſaith may be put for its object. 


On his meaning may be, that the ſinner is Juftified by faith, 
as faith apprehends that righteouſneſs, which is revealed in 
the: goſpel; and is the only matter of juſtification. By faith 
he underſtands that there is an iufinitely excellent, and ſuitable 
righteouſneſs, finiſhed by Jas us CnRIS T; and which Gon 
will accept. Which conſiſts, 


1. Om 8 to the EI of the law. That enen r 
was made under the law, and perſeſtiy obeyed ir, is admitted. 
The preſent inquiry is, Whether his obedlence to the law, is 
any part of that. righteouſneſs which | is imputed for juſlifica- 
tion? Or whether ſin is pardoned, and the finner accepted 
by Gop, on the account of the death of CHRIST alone, ex- 
cluſive of bis obedience to the precepts: of the ny ln an- 
ſwer to which I would obſerve, FR 


(t.) Tnarit appears that thaybatimcentCunree enk 
his life is a part, and a very eſſential part of the ſinner's juſtify- 
ing righteouſneſs ; ſeeing He undertook as a Surety, or in his 
behalf, to magnify. the lau, and make. it honourable; q agreeable 
to ſaiahs prophecy concerning Him. For this purpoſe He 
was made under the lau, even that He might: retleem-them that 
were under it,and that they might receive the adeption of fons vn 
In this paſſage the apoſtle. firſt declares his incarnation ; then 
the condition in which He was, viz. Under or ſubject to the 
law ; and ſubjoins the reaſon of this ſubje Kion to the law, 


or 


Luis xxiv. 15, +2 Cer. x 4+ 12 1.5 n 
21. the Gal, iv. 4, 7 | 
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or the end He had in view; that He might redeem them that 
were under it, Every perſon, while unregenerate, is under the 
law, both as to the obedience that it requireth, and the pᷣuniſb- 
ment that it threatneth. He who appears as a Surety for 
ſuch ; or undertakes to deliver them;moſt fully anſwer theſo 
demands. That is, He muſt perfectly obey its precepts ; as O 
well as fully endure its penalty, Without fuch full fatisfac- 
tion to the law, it cannot be ſaid to be magnified and made 

honourable. And upon this it is that the Gnner, to whom it 
in impoted, is accounted righteous i in the ſight of Goo. 


+ (2. ) 50 Tus remand of life is promiſed not to ſuffering, but 
« to doing; the law ſays, do this and live; it promiſes life not 
te to him that, ſuffers the penalty, but to him that obeys 
te the precept.” There never was a law,” as an excellent 
y Tgivine + obſerves, even among men, either promiſing or de- 
© clariog a reward due to the criminal, becauſe he had under- 
gone the puniſhment of his crimes.. CHRIS tr's ſufferings 
t and death being ſatisfactory, tothe comminatory, or threat - 
ning part of the law, are imputed. to us for juſtification, 
„that ſo we may be freed and diſcharged from the curſe, 
« and hell, and wrath, : But theſe as they do not conſtitute 
6 us righteous, do not, properly ſpeaking; entitle us to eter- 
% nal life ; but that active obedience, or righteouſneſs of 
© CHRIST, being imputed to us, is our juſtification of life, 
ce * or what gives us the title to eternal life.” * | 


Tur diſtintion made by this author between CIS T's 
obedience to the precepts of the law, and his ſufferings and, 
death, with their different influence, is countenanced by the 
holy ſcriptures ; and that too in ſeveral places. Paul writ- 
ing to the. Galatians; aſcribes our * from the curſe 

' to 
+ Dr. Goodwin, 2 Dr. Ge Docliine of Juſtification, p. 25, 
26. To whom the Writer acknowledges himſelf indebted 
for two or three Hints enlarged vn in this Fart of che ſubje, 
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Impuled Rig blenuſneſi one of 


to the death of CuRIs T. Peter corroborates the ſenti-' 


meat, by ſaying that we are redeemed by the blood of CHRIS T. T 
But when the apoſtle ſpeaks of,. our being made righteous, he 
aſcribes it to righteouſneſs imputed, ag to obedieneel' ION is 
the particular next to becoonſidered « of eo 267HLA0 
EEE is þ of 
"13: ) ST. Paul aſſures us in the plaloeſi; terms, That we are 
made righteous by the ohedience of CHRIST. By the obedience 
of One, ſhall many be made righteous. f The apoſtle ſpeaks in 
this chapter of Adam and CHRIS TH as two public heads. 
Adam, by actual diſobedience involved himſelf, and all his poſte· 
rity, whom he repreſented, in an awful ſcene of guilt and 
wreichedneſs. Jes vsCnr18T, who was another public head. 
has made many righteous, by his afual obedience ; even all | 
thoſe who were given to Him by the Father. The latter ſen- 


- tence. is ia oppoſition to the former; and gives us its true 
meaning. Fot as Adam's diſobedience to the law, conſtituted 


him, and his poſterity ſinners; ſo the obedience of CHRIST 
to it, is that by which many are conſtituted righteous. That 
the apoſtle in this place does not mean one act, but a courſe 
of obedience, may be learnt by comparing it. with the follow- 
ing words, © And being found in faſhion as a man, He hum- 
bled Himſelf, and became obedierit unto death” (—Or © until 
death.” Meaning that He was - bbedient to the precepts of 
the law through all his life, from which He was not diverted 
until He became a ſacrifice for fin. The obedience of CHRIS T 
is the ſubject of the apoſtle's diſcourſe in both places; in one 
he aſſures us that it was the buſineſs of his whole life ; ia the 


other, that by that ine oe of obedience many are X 
_ righteous. = 1 


2. I pass now to obſerve, 0 this law having been violat- 
ed by man, became a min —_— of death. He thereby fell 
| under 


ca. fk. 13. 411 Pets l. 18, 19. 1. Rome v. dia ug. & 


the Glories of the Goſpel. 


under its curſe, from which there was no way of deliverance, 
but by an adequate ſatisfaction, offered to the divine Law- 
GIVER, Hence it came to paſs that a law, which, in its ori- 


final fate required obedience only ; now called for ſuffering. 


He who broke it, contracted guilt,for which neither men nor 
angels could atone. If he could from this time forward to 
the end of life, perfectly keep the law; as it would be no 
more than mere neceſſary duty,it could not expiate the guilt of 
one ſin: any more than the punctual payment of debts that 
ſhall be contracted for the future, will ſatisfy the creditor 


for thoſe that have been contracted ia time paſt. The goilt_ 


of ſin is infinite, riſing in malignity, in proportion to the 
dignity of Him agaiaſt whom it is committed. Conſequently” 
the atonement malt be infinite. It is ſo. For God hath 


laid help on One MicaTY To Savs. * Through Him it 


preached unto us the forgiveneſs of fins. F We have redemption 
through his BLOOD. I that BLooD that was ſhed for the 
prieſthood, and for the congregation ; and without the ſhed» 
diog of which there could be no remiſſion, 


'Tarar the guilt of Go was to be explated by OT doe- 
trine of the old teſtament; from whence it is no leſs evi- 
dent, that JssUs CHRIST was to be the ſacriſice. We are 


abundantly taught the doctride of atonement, by the numerous 


ſacrifices of the law; ſome of which were very ſignificant ; 
and which St. Paul in his epiſtle tothe Hebreus, accommodates 


to the great Antitype. That qualification of the victim, that 


it ſhould be without blemi/h, is typical of the ſpotleſs purity 


of JIxs us, the L AM B without blemiſh and without ſþ:t. 9 His 


death with its circumſtances and deſign, are all expi eſſive of 
CHR1sST our paſſover who was ſacrificed for us. The death 
was en ſo was the death of CH RIST, The blood was 
n received 
„Ie. Ixili. 1. Heb, vii. 25. hy aun a 38. b Po. i. 7. 
* 1 Pet. i. 19. " 
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4 Imputed Righteouſneſs N ane of " 


- received into a baſon, to denote a value in it, not real but ty- 


pical. This blood was to be applied either by ſprinling, or 
a touch to the perſon to be cleanſed ; in allyſion to the all - 
atoning efficacy of the blood of unis r, called the blood 
of ſprinkling, and ſaid to cleanſe from all ſin. The impoſition 
of hands on the beaſt, with large confeſſion of fin, carried in 


it the doctrine of imputation : or the transferring of guilt 
to CHRIST ; agreeable to the words of the prophet J/aiah, 
The LORD hath laid en Him the iniquity of us all. * The de- 


ſign of theſe ſacrifices was to make atonement. F Theſe beaſts 


vVere ſubſlituted in the room of the people; and their blood ſhed - 


for the expiation of their ſin. So Jes vs CHRIST put Him- 


ſell in the place of the heirs of promiſe; and though He 


knew no fin, Gop made Him to be Go for them, that they 


might be made the righteouſneſs of Gop in Him. 


© AND now ſhould we turn to the eee we ſhall 
immediately obſerve it written as with capitals, “ He died 
the Jus r for the UnjusT, that He might bring us to GOD.” 
e He is the PRoPITIATION for our ſins.” By which we are 
not only taught that He died, but that He died as a Subſtitute. 


Guilt was laid upon Him—* He was wounded for our tranſ- 


greſſions, He was bruiſed for our iniquities : the chaſtiſement, 
of our peace was uponHim.” +—* He bore aur fins in bis ow 
body on the tree.” $ Evident it is from theſe, and many 
other paſſages of ſcripture, that CHRIS NT did not only die 


as a Martyr, to confirm the doctrinesHie had taught; but as a 


Subſtitute, in the ſtead of others ; and that his ſufferings 
were primarily intended for the expiation of the guilt of Ga. 


Tnar He was perfectly innocent, is allowed by all; yet 
we behold Him dying as one of the worſt of Malefactors, the 
curſed and painful death'of the croſs. Suffer on his own ac- 

count 


9 Jia. Liti. 6. + Exod. xxix. * ph xvi. ok &. 
1 La. Lili. v. $1 Fa. ü. 24. . 


* 
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count he could not, becauſe He knew no fin ; neither was 
guile found in his mouth. Neither could He have ſuffered at 
all; if He had not been charged with guilt 3 it being i incom- 
patible with the juſtice of Gop, thar the perfectly innocent 
mould faffer. It will therefore follow, that. guilt was 
laid upon Him; that He was made fin for others. Or as an 


apoſtle expreſſes it ia' the irongeſt terms, * He was made 
a Cunse for ut.“ 


To ſum; ap us head; 1 apprehend we are to underſtand, 
by the righteouſneſs which i is fpoken of in the text, nothing 
leſs than the perfect obedience of CHR Is r. to the precepts of 
the law, together with his ſufferings and death. With it the 
Father is well pleaſed. It is perfect, ſpotleſs, and everlaſting. 
11 has infinite dignity ; being the righteouſneſs of GO D. It may 
be ſo called, becauſe finiſhed by Him who is Gop as well as 
man. Who thought it no robbery to be equal with COD. And 
Who, notwithſtanding he appeared in the form of a ſervant, 
was poſſeſſed of infinite glory and perfection. Many ſtriking 
circumſtances proclaimed his glory, when He was crucified, 
and extorted from an enemy this frank confeſſion, Truly this 
was the Sen F GOD. F And which was afterward declared, 
according to the Spirit of holineſs by his reſurrection from the 
dead. By this event his deity was proved, and the truth of his 
important doctrines ſealed. $0 that now it appears infinite · 


ly Ngo make this glorious righteouſneſs the ground of hope. 


Il-I'yaz6't0 conſider, That Gop is fad to impote'r this 
righteouſneſs without works. 


Tas uſe of this phrafe has 960 bn preat RN to REI Ta 
it is probable, were deſirous of rejectiug the doctrine with it. 
Bat why we ſhould reject the word imputed, rather than the 

r is not eafily accounted for; unleſs it may 


be 


* Gal. i, 13. + Mar. xxvii 34. 
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be chopght, 3 mankind know that there muſt be a rightecr/- 
- "neſs in order to acceptance with Gop; but are unwilling that 

It ſhould be an imputedrighteouſneſs, becauſe that neceſſarily cuts 
off all boaſting. ' Men are fond of \ perſonal, and therefore try to 
obſcure imputed righteouſneſs. It is however ſufficient tocoun- 
tenance the uſe of this phraſe, that we have it in our text; 
and find it ſeveral, times repeated in this chapter; 
other paſſages of holy ſcripture. * 


ungodly. 


and in 
We obſerve, | 


L » . 
S 4 ff ot «I 


1. Tae perſon to whom this act of im dutationjepſertbed; 


Cop. On which we may re mark, that therę is a concurrenet 
ok the facred. perſons of the Trinity in the work of redemption. 
The righteouſneſs was finiſhed by the Son of God; it is im- 


puted by the Father; and a diſcovery! of it tothe ſoul as the rea- 
ſon of divine acceptance, is made. by the Hol GHosT 3 who 


takes of the things of Jes vs aud ſhews them unto. us. The 
act of juſtifying, is elſe where aſcribed to the Father. o. ball 
lay any thing to the charge of GOD's cleft ? It is GOD. that juf- 


tet h. Who is he that coandemneth ? It is CHRIST that died.“ 


Here is a manifeſt diſlinction between G0 D that juftifieth, and 


CHRIST that died. The (inner by t the violation of the law, be- 
came obnoxious to the divine wrath: CHRIST under took 
for him, and ſatisfied divine juſlice. Gop the Father being 
wellpleaſed with his righteouſneſs, pronounces the ſinnet juſ- 
tified. He acquits him from every charge, becaiſe CHRIS died. 
And at the ſame time that the ſinner is acquitted, the Savi- 
our is approved ; becauſe * ſinner is DING. on the foot 
of the Saviour 's merits. . Yer 4? n 


eaten 

. Tur manner in which the — is juſtified | is — 
viz. By imputation.— GoD imputeth righteouſneſs. The 
ſenſe in which we are to underſtand the phraſe, may be learnt 
in the context. The apoſtle aſſures us that GO Dgufti ifieth' the 
Verſe 5. This is cheir character at the very time 
| when 

® Rom. vill. 33, 34. 0 


not this 


whon Gomjudifies. If lo ibex hehe perſonal rightebuſneſs, _ 
add — — by accepted by Him for-apy\thing = 
that is / prop it follows that if muſt be on 


ene ee fa amber. BN impatation 
ere therefore © ihe Edendand, the placing that to one, 


that properly be lange to anoiher. en gidijesos Cris T Was 
\perfeQlyi innocent; He had no ſta either of nature; or ofprac-. 
tice. Jet gullt was ſo laid upon Him, or imputed to Him, thae 
He became. reſponſible to the juſtice oi Gon; and it is fad 
that ie bore it in bis eum bochton the trees Though He was 
the Lau without: blemiſh and without ſpot, He was cruch. 


not be on his own; account; becauſe; He was i , and 
therefore muſt, be on the-dcconnt! of others. 1 ſame 
_ is se Gſchargodr by vw ogy pagan  BLIGY mou 
Sr fi ard a0; d sds or bios lt on yet Abe 
12 en po eg e among men; ean fully ©Yoſtrats | 
75755 oftrine. before us, the following inſtance. may be ad- 
mitted as bearing ſome refemblance, + A bondſman is fre. 
quently accepted in the behalf of a debtor. Now the debt 
that was contracted, was ht his per ſonal act ; nevertheleſs 
it becomes his by voluntarily putiing himſelf in rHe'debior's 
place : and the creditor accordiagly looks to him fot payment. 
S it is ia dis caſe. The ſins for which Curse died: were 
acts z but became his by a voluntary 
ſobſtituijon of Himſelf in the ſinner's ſtead; andi by the act 
of the Father, his laying them on Him.— On the other hand, 
the payment made by the bondſman, was not the perſonal 
act of the debtor; yex it is ſo viewed by the creditor, that the 
debtor is relenſed / So the rigiteouſueſs of Je sus ig not ihe 
perſonal obedienee and ſaffering ofthe ſtanet j yet i; is ſo de. 
counted his, that he is diſcharged from condemnation, and 
ſhall be finally admitted * This Wuftfalionywhich has: 


— of ten 
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*1 Per. i. 24. 


fied on alt ary between two lienes. Tits ſufferings could —@— 
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30 Tapi Ng bmo nu on of 
oſten been introduced by the lovers of this' dodtrine; tends 
ia a degree to explain it. And ſeeing CHRIST is called 78 


SE TY abetter refamont, there appears i propriety in this 

es it. ASurety is one v hꝗ appears] in the behalf of abet 

290 int gaios iT 91 45 1614955 AI. 9-2] 03 10232 — 
115 SHALL) only: ſubjoin im order to prove che JoArine bf 

im putation, the following ever memorable paſſage, For as by 


ene man if diſobedience many are made' ſinners : fo by the obedience 


One, many are made rigbteous, 4 It has been quoted before, 
but not with the ſame deſign.» Now the ſenſe of the apoſtle ſa 
theſe words; is plainly this, That the righteouſneſs of CHRIST 
becomes the ſinneis, in the ſame way that Adam's ſin becomes 
chargeable to his poſterity; and that is by being derived, or 
reckoned to them. At at leaſt deſerves 2 ſerious anſwer; How 
many could be made righteous by the obedience of one, if that 
obedience is not placed to them ? Or how CHRIS r's obedt- 
ence ſhould avail'a ſinner, eſpecially in ſo high a ſenſe, as that 
he (ſhall be diſcharged from guilt, and accepted as' righteouy 
in the . yin if it is not „en to him: 


ora? It may be bid, if made both e wer 


| law, and ſuffered its penalty in the behalf of his-pecple ; 
| that they have nothing to do with it. For as by his ſuffer- 


iogs and death, they are freed from condemnation; ſo by 


his perfect obedience, they are W ee to 


8 it. To which I reply 


Tas ſianer can be freed from the; * only 8 to 


the deſign and engagement of his Surety. : no farther than 


He engages for him, can he be benefited; Now the ſcripture 


expreſly declares, that the deſigu of CHRIS in becoming 


a Subſtitute, was to procure a deliverance from the law, fo: 


far as it tended to condemnation. « CHRIST hath redeemed: 


— 


* Heb, Vil, 22. 7 Rom. v. 19. „ > K +33 +. £ 
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be Glortes ef i Coſpel. | 61 | 
ws from the cuneattiie/haw?® *Agrechbie to which it s fd, Ele 
was made wnde+vit, chat He might redem them who! were 
under ite This i The tabrint language of the nc teſta met. 
Hence obſerve; that the intention” of JESU CHRIST was to, 
deliver his people from the curſe. Evil is ever involved im 
the idea of a deliverance. We do not ſay,” that a man is de- 


livered from that iich is good, büt only From, ſomething, 
that is Pernicious. Now as'6bedirnce to the law, js no_eyil,. 


or Part of the ry; 8 "couſecicgtly it is what gd eee ners 


has often — bis, Do tho no Karp. "The Jen. 
verance: therefore which the Jultitted obtain by Cannre.. 
neee conſiſts in theſe to thivgs ; _ | 

REM e ee | 785 N 

110 A vaxibo wt fe dsds pft 11 fin inner r having 
tranſgreſſed tlie lu wi was condemned by it to lie under the 
verath of JA HOVAH in an eternal excluſi on from heaven. 
From this: wwfal calamit wal all the tea re delirered by 
the iaterpoſition of the divine Redeemer, 15 n accompliſhing 


which; it was indiſpenſibly e that He ſhould both 
N aud endure its Pebultf. 


13 S172: Neue a0 0! 12511 * EXP 
. ) Taxr are freed from the laws a e ee if 
hence they, do not expe&erernil life upon the foot of their 
own obedience.” Accordingly the apoſtle Paul fays, Te are 
become. dead to the lau by th body HR TS T. Again, But. 
now we are deliuered from the law, that being dea wherein We 
were hell z:\that we ſhould: ſeruie in newneſs 7 ſpirit; and not in k 
the oldneſs' of the letter :* They were dead to it, fo as no lo- 
ger to ſeek to be Juſtified by the deeds af it; or ig doo upon 
their obedience as fi or term of their : acceptance with... 
Gop; WP the n the law E K 10 feſb living be juſtified. 
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ENCE we obſcrve, That as this was the extent of the deln 

HRIST, 999 to deliver from he law only as it tended 
to 8 juſliſied are not delivered from it as a rule 
of life: ey moxe.than * are delivered from corporal death 
by bis d nee. 25 171 * * > Bt) 11011 ioo e210, 19% 1190 
| : 4 208 wil u [© Abi n! 
cor it once be made to. appear; Abst. theſerſentiments : 
are ſubveclire 185 Hor - . — een — 


110 iro” 


& af e on the doQrige of —— without. 
the deeds of the 50 5 the:queſtion, Do ue then male vid 
the iw through Faith ? 1, e. the doctrine gf faith. .., Aod then 
anſwers it with an emphatic GOD forbid : yea we gſtabliſb the 
law. +, As to the threatning and preceps ohthe law, What 
bas 9 Bid 0 proyes that it is eſlabliſned with reſpect 
10 them : ſect ing the teath of Cunisr was, according) to che 
ſenjence 190 the law, and his obefiepce to its ptecepts: perfect, | 
To. which we 40d, that it is eſtabliſhed with reſpect to all 
who bave been brou ught to believe 3 in.theSon'of Gop. They 
look upon f it as the rule life z to which they are bound to 
pay a lacred er from love to n D, * law i it is; and 


29 14 


the al . e love to the law 2 as it is a trau - 
ſcript of the. diyige nature; . Their obedienceis truly evange- - 
lical,origi gating hom thatfaithwhich i is & the operation f 60D; ; 
ang accompanied with chat Ws which'is a fruit F the Spirit. 


etal sd we Leniflat ed 03 5297 


wc 4 TRERE is one thing | more. to be conſidered: before — 
proceed io the dent head, vis. That this righteonſneſs is 
im puted without works,” 1 i. e. without works in bim who is 


c = the 
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+ Rom, iii. 31. &S ir 


, % * — *. 
., me 1 


the ſubje& of juſtification; or to whom the righteouſneſs 
ſpoken of is imputed: The obedience of the inner is na 


and all the glories of his kingdom into the bottomleſs: pit 


"rhe" Gloties" of "the Gofp * 5 3 


cauſe why Gop-juſtifies him.” Neither is it any part of that. 
riptiteouſneſs by which be is juflified. Juſtification is au 
act of the pure, ſovereign grace of Gon, exerciſed toward fin- 
n&rs and ungodly. The deſign of this phraſe without works, 
is to exclude every thiog from the matter and cauſe of juflifi- 
cation, but the perfect rightequſaels of Cualax. L proceed 


HI. To conſider the bleſſedneſs of ſuch, to whom this righte-. 
ouſnels is imputed, Ble[zd' are they, whoſe iniquities are ſon- 
given, and whoſe fins are covered. Bleſſed is the man to whons 
the LORD will not impute ſin. The bleſſedneſs ſpoken. 0 
ny be compriſed i ig theſe three things, 


7D; A; FREEDOM from the wrath to come. If ſin, be par- LEY 
doned, there is no condemnation, And this, my brethren, 
is the immenſely rich bleſſing, which Gop beſtows on, all. 
to whom righteouſneſs is imputed, —He pardoneth iniqui- 
ty; and paſſeth by the tranſgreſſion of the remnant of his heritage: 
He retaineth not his anger forever, bocauſe He delighteth in mer- 
cy- f The exceeding greatneſs of this bleſſing may be more 
fully diſcovered, by a conſideration. of that miſery. to which 
ſimhas ox poſed us. Hell, dimnation, everlaſting torments, are 
words that convey molt ſhocking ideas. Aud thus ſaith the 
Lorn, The wicked ſhall be turned into hell ; with all the nations 
that forget G0 D. 4 They that have done evil ſhall came forth to 
the reſurrection of damnation ꝙ— And theſe ſhall goaway intaever- 
laſting pliniſbment.**Thys you ſce that the wages of ſin is death, 
yea eternal death; conſiſting, not in a loſs of being, but ot 
happineſs. It is nothing leſs than a baniſhment from Gop, 
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chere to be confined with*devils and damned ſpirits, without 
the 


Nom. iv. 5, 8. + Micah vii. 18. 1 Plas ix. 17. 9 4 v. 29. 
** Mat. Xxv. 46. . 1 7 7, 
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| the leaſt glimpſe, of hope l. This wretchedneſs ig. idronceive 
ble as to its degree; con equetly 1 is inexpreſſible. .:i Howgreat: 
then muſt be their bleſſednels, whole iniquities are forgiven; 
ſeeing ney obtain ; an abſolute deliverance from all this, And, 


2. Akt entitled to the. edjoychent 'of Gb ih beaven. 
| Theſe are connected! in ope verſe, That they may receive the, 
FErrgiveneſi of fins, and inheritance among them that are ſanQi-, 
fied by faith that is in me” G0 pardons. bone but ſuch | 
as he intends to admit into hisever)aſting kingdom, Ihe con- 
nection between the ſeveral bleſſings of the well-ardered;cove-, 
nant, is infeparable.” * Whom he did predeſtinate, them He, 
alſo called and whom He called, them He alſo juſlified :, and 
10 hon He juſtiſted, them a % He gler ified, 4 {, They are pardoned, 
and ſanctified, on purpoſe that they may be received into the 
preſence of Gor and of the Laws, where is fulncfs of joy. 
Oh infiaike felicity! There i is the abſence. of all evil, and the 
fruition of all good... Jesus CRRISs r will there be beheld 
ih all his dazling olories, while all the hoſts of angels bow 
before Him ; and the ſpirits of juſt men wade perfect unite 
in one grand aſcription of praiſe to Him, who loved them, aud 
waſhed them from their ſins io his blood! Glory be to Goo, 
for this aſtoniſhing diſplay of his grace! That.theſe;\inefti- . 
mable dleſſiags may be conferred. on guilty, hell- aecung wen 


3. 1 wovrp add, That Gon bleſſes thoſe whom He — 
tifies, with a comfortable ſenſe of their own intereſt in Him; 
which the ſcriptures call goad hope through grace: the full 72 
ſurance of hope, &c. A privilege for which they are indebted 
to the Spirit of Gor, who is faid to ſeal the believer unto the day 
of redemption :=To witneſs with his Spirit that He is a. child of. 
 GOD::—Toabide in his heart as the earneſt of his inheritance. +. 
HH: In whith PRI] it is ANY, taught us, That believers, en N 

3 Ome 


1 2 xxvi. 18. + Rom, viii. 30. 5 2 Kr. i. 22, and v. 5, 
Epbeſ i. 14.—Rem. viii. 16. 
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ſome of them are favoured with a ſenſe of the pardon of their ſins 
through the blood of CMAS T. The Holy Guo witneſſeth 
0 their ſpirits that they arè the children of GOD, and thus con- 
firms the wavering, doubtful miud. le is alſo ſaid: to be 
an earneſt of their inheritance; The deſign of an earneſt, which 
is à part in hand, is to aſcertain the whole. 80 the Spirit ot 
God, at times, enables the belicver as He did St. Paul, to 
ſay, I know whom haus believed, and I am perſuaded that He 


is able to leeß that which I baue committed unto Him againſt thut 


day. Thus He rejoices id the proſpectof the houſe not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens. And at times is ready 20 
tay; Why tarry-the wheels of thy' chariot ?\Verily, bleſſed ĩs the 
man Whoſe iniqumies are forgiven, and whoſe fads: are od 
vered. I new en to ſome 


(+1 44 27 1 
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* „ Lr us * Eee hence learn e eee faith,and 
the righteouſneſs, of CHR1s ia the great affair of acceptance 
with Gop. That righteouſneſs which juſtifies, is altogether 
the work of CuRIS T. It was finiſhed by Himſelf; agd is 
properly his own. He had no co: adjutor. He trod the wine» 
preſs alone, and of the people there was none with, Him. Ne. 


vertheleſs it becomes oon, BY the ene aft of Gon: im- 
putiog it to us. | 


\ 


Fatrn, accordiog to. the Ved diſciple Jou, aod the 
great St. Paul, is the belief of, the truth. + the believing that 
JESUSi is the CHRIST; I or a giving credit to the record 
that GOD gave of his Son. $ Theſe difigitions of it are all 
of the fame import, and all divine; given out under the! ig- 
ſpiration of the Spirit of Gon : and not to be contradict ed by 
any, TE ſome have gloſſed upon * ull they have 


brought, 


F 2 Tim, i i. 12. f 2 The ic 13. 1 John v. 15 1 Verte 10. 


36 pan Righteeaſmf ow of 


brought ia a ſenſe diverſe lain the. inſpired. writers.” This 
faith, when it is real, as diſtinguiſhed from that uniofluential 
aſſent, to [the goſpel, which crowds who hear it, profeſs to 
have; is an effect of the tijine influenct in ut : hence, ſaid to 
be of theoperation of GOD ;* and that, it is with the: heart 
man believeth' unto righteouſneſs.” ++ As the tighteouſneſs 
by which the ſinner is juſtified, is the ſole work of CHRIS N 
for him, ſo this is the work of the HoLY Gnos r in him, and 
no leſs neceſſary in its proper place; it being that, without 
Which a ſinner cannot apprebendy receive, and reſt upon 
ERRISr for eternal life. By faith, as before obferved; he be- 
comes acquainted wiih the glot les of the: chataCter of Jes vs, 
the fulneſs of grace in Him, andthe ſuitableneſs and perfection 
of his righteouſneſs: in con ſequence of this faith, he admires 
the Saviour's perſonal excellencies, flies to Him, ventures all 
upon Him, and rejoices in Him. Theſe, to ſpeak plainly, are 
all ſo many effects of faith. The ſinner muſl have a view of 
the Saviotir's excellency, beſore he will admire it. He muſt 
be perſuaded, that CnAISr is the only ſafe refuge, befete he 
will fy to Him. He muſt know that there is in Cinis r, 
ſufficient matter of conſolation, before he will rejcice in Him. 
Of all theſe he is ontirely ſatisfied & 7aith in tlie teſtitony of 
God + ſubſequent to which is his coning, or flying to Him, 
truſting in, or venturing all upon Him, rejoicing ih Him, &c, 
e. g. Joſeph's brethren heard that there was corn etfbugh in 
Egyßt, they believed the report; this was faith: upon this 
they went down for a ſupply. Doubiſeſs this was an ert 
of their faith ; for had they not believed the tidiogs, they 
would never have gone. So, a ſinner muſt believe that CHRIST 
is a full, and a compleat Saviour, before he will Jun, or fy to 
Him. Senſe of taiſery, and faith in his ſufficiency, are the 
main ſtimulus. Or, I am ſick, I hear of an able phyſician, 1 
believe him to be 22 upon which ! apply fo him. My appli- 

cation 


* Colof.. Th 12. K Not. X. 10. * 


* the Glorits of the Goſpel. 57 
cation to him, and my belief of his character, are as diſlin& as 

any two things can be. My truſting my life in his hands, is 
an effect of my beheving him to be an able phyſician. This 
diſtinction is obvious ia the ſacred writings, as well as in the 
nature of things: He that cometh to Gor, muſt believe that 


Be is.” * Here is a manifeſt diſlinction between coming and 
believing. 


L APPREHEND that the ſame diſlinCtion ſhould be obſerved, 
between believing in CHRIST, and receiving Rim, If fo, it 
will follow, that © to receive CHRIST in all his offices, as a 
prophet, a prieſt, and a king,” is not properly faith, but an 
gfe of it; and inſeparably connected with it. 
tain that a man mult believe that Jesus is the CHRIST, 
and that fle ſuſtains theſe offices, be fore he cau, or will receive 
Him ia this light. CHRIS F came to his own (meaning the 
eus) but his on received Him not. This refuſing to 
receive Him was not unbelief, but an effect of it. Hence 
ſhould you be afked, Why they did not receive Him The 
anſwer is ready, Becauſe they did not believe Him to be the 
CurIsT.,—Nothiog is more plain, than that unbelief was the 
grand cauſe, why they rejected Him. On the other hand, 
nothing is more evident, than that receiving CHRIST, is an 
effect of believiug in Him. And ſhould you aſk the man who 


defines faith, © a receiving CHRIS H in all his offices,” Why- 


he thus receives, Him ? he himſelf will be obliged to obſerve 


this diſtinction; for the only juſt anſwer he can give you is, 
Becauſe 1 believe He ſuſtains them.“ 


Tnus we ſee that faith is entirely diſtinct from the righ- 
teouſneſs which juſtifies ; at the ſame time it is indiſpenſiblj 
neceſſary, anſwering great, and good purpoſes. Under its in- 
fluence the ſinner flies to Jus us the Hope ſet before him; 

| 0 
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38 Imputei Righteouſneſs one of 

and truſts his immortal intereſt in his hands; being perfectiy 
ſatisfied with his adorable character. Faith is alſo the me- 
dinm of peace and conſolation. You may with equal pro- 
pricty attempt to feparate light and heat from the ſun, as 
peace of conſcience, and joy in the HoLY GnosT, from 
the faith of GO D's elet. The degree of chriſſlan con- 
folation may be greater, or lefs, according to the ſtrengih and 
inflaence of faith. At one time the believer may have an in- 
ward peace and tranquility, which is exceediogly agreeable. 
At another time he may be favoured with what St. Paul calls 


joy unſpeakable and full glory. At another, guilt may rob him 
of his comfort, and ſeparate between him and hisGop, Such 


*are his exerciſes in the preſent ſtate of things. But he is far 


from making a 1ighteouſneſs of his frames, feelings, or expe- 
riences. The diſtiuction between theſe he well underſtands. 
The righteouſneſs by which he expects to be juſtified, is the 
work of CHRIST alone; the faith by which he is enabled to 
receive it, is of the operation of GOD ; the conſolations that 
he enjoys are from this glorious CHRIST, in believing ; or 
through faith, All as different as A, B, and C. His depend- 
ence for acceptance with God, is neither on his faith, nor 
experiences, but on CHRIS r alone. At the ſame time he can- 
Not conceive it poſſible, for a poor, wretched, undone ſinner, 
to be enabled to believe in CyrIsT for eternal life, and not 
rejoice. A view of the glories of his perſon, and the fulnefs 
and freeneſs of his grace, cannot fail of introducing frog 
conſolation, | 


CoRoOLLARY f. It follows, that believers may till talk of, 
and plead for chriſtian experiences, without the leaſt injury ta 
the * finiſhed work of CHRIST.“ Or without making a righ- 
ieouſneſs of them; ſeeing they clearly underſtand the diſtinc- 
tion between them : notwithſtanding what has been ſaid to 
the contrary, by ſome who have lately appeared among us. 


* CoROL. 


the 'Glories of the Coſpel. 59 


Cool. 2. Thoſe perſons that have ever kaown the truth, 
as it is in Jes us, muſt fall into an awful ſtate of ſapineneſs, 
before they dare affirm, as a term of admiſſion into any re- 
ligious ſociety, that all their former acquaintance wich reli- 


gion, was deluſion : and by ſo doing, they cannot fail of griev- 
ing the Holy Spirit of God, 


CoroL. 3. That faith that is without a heart-felt ſenſe of 
the truth; or unconnected with the conſolation that there is 
ia CHRIST, is eſſentially different from the faith of the 
apoſtles and primitive chriſtians : Believing, they reſoicad 
with joy unſpeakable and full of glory. 


ConoL. 4. They who ſcem to ſpeak highly of the atone- 
ment, or the finiſhed work of CHRISTH ;” but ſay little, and 


indeed nothing to the purpoſe about the Spirits work in re- 


generation; while they appear to extol one-ſacred Perſon of 
the Trinity, do manifeſtly flight another, 


2. FroM the preceding ſubject we are taught the antiqui- 
ty of the doctrine of imputation. Which was clearly expreſſed 
under the former diſpenſation, by the laying of hands on the 
head of the victim, with confeſſion of fin. Vea, we are taught 
that the doctrine of imputed righteouſneſs, is not to be confined 
to the new teſtament. For St, Paul in his expolition of the 
words of David, aſſures us that it is held forth in them. It 


was a doctrine of the primitive ehurch, and much inſiſted on 


in the reformation from popery. Luther, that reſolute refor- 
mer, looked upon it“ an article of a ſtanding, or a falling 
church.“ It was ſteadily embraced by the fathers of Ne- 
England, and is preſerved as precious in many of their writ- 
ings. And however it may at any time ſuffer an eclipſe ; as 
a truth of Gop, it ſhall finally prevail to his glory, and the 
comfort of many poor nners. Doubtleſs it is calculated to 
do hoth. It gives glory to Gop : for ig this method of — 

ine 


bo Imputed Righteouſneſs one of, &c. 


the guilty, there is an illuſtrious difplay of the divine perſections. 
Such as, wiſdom, love, grace, ſovereignty, juſlice, &c. Wiſ. 
dom ſhines, in that Gop has ſecured the honour of his law 
and government, while He juſtifies the ungedly. Love ap- 


pears in the manner ia which He hath done this, even by 


giving his only begotten Son to ſaffer and die. Grace is con- 
ſpicuous in his pardoning the ſinners guilt, and accepting his 
perſon as righteoas on account of the cbediencagf One. Sove- 
reignty is manifeſted,in his having mercy on whomHe will have 
mercy.—Jaſtice cannot be hid, ſecing rather than fin ſhould 
2 pardoned without ſatisfaction, the Son of Gop muſt die. 


Ir brings comfort to the ſinger who is brought to believe 
in Jxsus. For he ſees that He Is the author of a perfect, 
ſpotleſs righteouſneſs ; ſuch as he finds he muſt have, or ne- 
ver be admitted to ſee the LoRD. And while he rejoices in 
it by faith, he aſcribes the whole glory to Gop. 


3. Ir only they are bleſſed whoſe iniquities are forgiven, 


it follows, that the wrath of God abideth on all the impeni- 


tent and unbelieviog. This is an alarming conſideration to 
ſuch, as have any ſenſe of the nature of the divine diſpleaſure, 
It will be a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
Gop. ho can dwell witb everliſting burning? Ihe can dwell 
with devouring fire ? A ſtate of guilt is awful; the perſon in 
it, is deſtitute of the comforts of the goſpel here, and is lia- 
ble every moment to be plunged into the Jake that burneth 
with fire and brimſtone ! And this is the condition of every 
natural man. It becomes each of us to ſay in the language. 
of the diſciples, LORD is it 1? 


- 
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Believers exhorted to continue in theie 
Obedience. 


— 


„* 


PHILIPPIANS II. 12. 13 


Npereſore my Beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in 


my Preſence only, but now much more in my Abſence ; work 


aul your own Salvation with Fear and Trembling. 


For it is GOD who work?th in hu, bath to will and to do 
of hir good Pleaſure, 


aan Paul was a zealous, and an accompliſhed ad- 
XK vocate for all the important doctrines of chriſ- 
8 8 — tianity. Theſe he inculcated with plainneſs and 
XK fre uency, always laying them down as the 

SR Xe 2 of bon, ; and from them urg 
ing a ſacred regard to every neceſſary duty. We have an in- 
ance of this ſort in the context. The apoſtle introduces 
ſubjects of the higheſt conſequence, viz. The divinity of 
CHRIST, or his equality with the Father; /s Hing in the 
form of 60D, thaught it not robbæry to be cqual with GD. Nis 
aſtoniſhing condeſcenſion ; but made Himſelf of ns reputation, 
and twk upom Him the form of a ſervant, and was made in the 

likeneſs of men. His courſe of obedience to the will of Gon; 
and his ſubmitting to the ignominious, and painful death of 
the croſs. Theſe grand, iatereſting truths, are the premiſſes 
on which he founds the followipg exhortation ; Hergfgre, 
my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, nat as in my preſence only, 
but nau much more in my abſence ; work aut yur own ſalvation 
with 
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with fear and trembling. For it is GOD wh werketh i in yet, 
beth te will and to do of hit good pleaſure, g. d. Deaily belov- 
ed, I exhort you to labour to be like your LoRD and Maſter ; 
let the ſame mind be in you, that was in Him: behave with 
| meckneſs and humility toward all men; and let it be ſeen 
wat you delight in copying the molt perfegþ example. And 
as Jes us became obedient unto death, even the death of the croſs ; 
know ye, that the great deſign of this ſtupenduous act of his, 
was, that He might redeem you from all iniquity, and puriſy you 
fo Himſelf, a peculiar pecple, ZEALOUS oF GooD WORKS. Be 
ve therefore, like Him, obedieat until death: fledfaft, immovea- 
ble, always abzunding in the work of the Lokd. In farther 
ſpeaking to the words, I-propoſe, 


I. To ſhew to whom they were addreſſed. 


II. Ixqviae into their meaning. | 15 
HI. ConsrDrez the neceſſity of the believer's continu- 
log in his obedience. 


I. Ir is expedient in the firſt place, to know to whom 
theſe words were ſpoken. This ſhould be a firſt inquiry, in 
all our inveſtigations of divine truth, in order to find out the 
ſenſe of the ſtcred writers. The want of a due attention to 
this maxim, has led many to miſtake their meaning. From 

hence it is that many ſcripture exhortations are miſapplied ; 
aud the text among others: which is manifeſtly ſpoken to 
believers. This will appear from the following things; 


1. Tar direction of rhe epiſtle. To all the ſaints in 
CurisT jesus, who are at Philippi, with the b;/boþs and dea. 
kong.“ * The direction of a letter gives one man a right to 
open it, rather than anocher; and without any regard to its 
contents, determines whoſe it is. So in this caſe. St. Paul car- 
ried on a very extenſive literary Nen ener It ay thing 

| | : in 
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in providence,prevented his paying a perſopal viſit to the places, 
where he had been ſucceſsful in prgaching the goſpel, he general- 
ly took care to write to them, This circumſtance more imme 
diately gave riſe to his ſeveral epiſtles; which are ſo many re- 
ligious letters, written to the churches, or to particular per- 
ſons, on matters of importance, Each letter is du ected with 
the greateſt care; the epiſtle to the Hebrews excepted, which 
is generally ſuppoſed to have been written by this.apoſtle, 
Now it. is from the direction, that we judge for whom the con- 
tents are deſigned. Accordingly we are led to conclude, that 
this epiltle to the Philippians was intended by ihe inſpired 
author,, for believers, becauſe he directs it“ to all the Jaints 
in CHRIST Jesus:“ 


2. IN confirmation of the above remark, it is neceſſary ta 
examine the contents of this letter, from the beginning to the 
text. I might with propriety tranſcribe the whole preceding 
part of it; but ſhall only ſelect a few paſſages, becauſe they 
are fafficient for the purpoſe. — Being confident of this very thing, 
that He which hath begun a good werk in you, will perform it 
unto the dayof CHRIST.“ Here he expreſſes his con fidence 
that the goed work which had beep begun in them, would be 
finiſhed by the ſame divine Agent. To whom could ſuch a 
paſſage be addreſſed, but to profeſſed behevers ? He alſo ſpeaks 
of their ſurtherance and jay of faith. F Sure we are that ſuch 
as have no faith, can neither expect its ſurtherance, or expe 
rience its j5y.—He does not heſitate to tell them, that to them 
it was given—to believe in CaRzsT.” + All which exactly 
agree with the direction of the epiſtle. To which I will 
only add the text; IFherefere, my beloved, as ye have al- 
WAaySs obeyed, not as in my preſence only, but nov much more in my 
abjence—Obſerve that the apoſtle fliles the perſons to whom 
he writes, beloved ; an expreſſion only uſed by him, when ad- 
dreſſing believers, Accordingly, after the converſion of O. 

Smusy 

* Philip. i. 6. t Verſe 25. f Verſe 29, , N. 


„ Helis vers arbor ted o | 
ſimus, he wrote à leiter to his waiter Philemon : in which 


he exhorts him to receive him, not now as a ſervant, bud 
" above a ſervant, a brother beloved.” $_ 


Ae alſo commends their courſe of obedience, both while 
* preſent with them, and in his abſence from them; by which 
it became manifeſt, that the goſpel had not come to them in 


word only, but in pywer, and the H9 LY e and n | 
ee: I proceed 


II. Toi inguire into the meaning of the ole in this ex- 
bortation; work cut your own ſalvation with fear and trembling, 


. LaPPREHEND the apoſtle cannot mean, that ſalvation. 
from the guilt, and fatal effects of ſin, was to be wrought out 
by human endeavours. Or that the falvation of a ſinner from 

the wrath to come, depends on any thing that he can do, 
Conſider the Being that i is offended, the law that is violated, 
the guilt that is contraQted, the circumſtances of the offender, 
and the whole tenor of the goſpel. —TheBeing whom we have 
offended is the infinite JEHovan; a COD of truth, and with. 
out iniquity ; Juſt and right is He, To Him all our ſins are 
naked; which the eternal holineſs of his nature, obliges Him 
to view with abhorrence. While his juſtice, another eſſential 
attribute, calls for condiga puniſhment : and which could 
never have been impeached, if He had damned the world of 
men, as He has the world of apoſtate angels. Becauſe men 
have violated a law, which is infinitely juſt and reaſonable ; 

the requirements and threatnings of which, are perfectly equi- 
table. As a murderer is juſtly condemned to ſuffer death, 
ſo every tranſgreſſor of the divine law, becomes as juſtly lia- 
ble to be punithed with everlaſting deſtruction. 


' RerLtct on the nature of his crime, or the guilt that he 
bath contracted. We judge in common, of the nature ofan 
offence, by the dignity of him, againſt whom | it is committed. 


| 5. ould 5 
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Should we admit this rule here, it will follow that ſin has in 
it iofioite guilt, becauſe committed againſt an infinite GoD.— 


Infinite it muſt be alſo, ſeeing an infinite puniſhment is aſ- 2 5 


ſigned to the impenitent and unbelieving. As the puniſh - 
ment is, which a moſt righteous Being has determined to in- 
flict, ſuch muſt be the crime: otherwiſe the penalty exceeds 
the offence ; which would be an act of injuſtice, This no 
man dare to infincate of the JUDGE of all the earth, who ever 
has done, and ever will do right. —That the puniſhment to 
be inflited on ſinners, will be infinite, is manifeſt through 
the whole ſcriptures. It is ſaid,the worm dieth not the ſmoke 
of their torment aſcendeth up forever and ever I the wicked ſhall 
£0 into EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT. 4 In the ſame Verſe 
St. Matthew declares, that the righteous ſhall go away into 
life eternal. It is readily granted, that eternal life in this place, 
intends endleſs felicity; or is to be taken in a ſtrict and pro- 
per ſenſe. Why EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT, Which is an 
antitheſis to it, ſhould not be taken in a like ſenſe, that is, to 
import an unlimited duration, no probable reaſon can be aſ- 
ſigned, We find the evangeliſt makes uſe of the ſame 
word { in the original, to expreſs both the duration of the 
puniſhment of the wicked, and the happineſs of the righ- 
reous ;. thereby informing us, that the eternity of the one, is 
commenſurate with the eternity of the other ; meaning that 
it is without end. —Seeing therefore that a moſt juſt Gon 

would never inflict a penalty, that exceeds the nature of the 
crime; and has in this caſe declared that the finally impeni- 
tent and unbelieving, ſhall be puniſhed with an infinite pu · 
niſhment ; s it follows that the guilt of ſin is infiokee, 


| Cons1Dxx the requirement of the law, even perfect obe- 
dience. Nothing leſs will be accepted as a condition of the 
divine favour, if we are to enter into life upon this principle. 


1 | | BAR 
9 Mark ix. 44. + Rev. XIV, Il, Mat. XX. 46. $ Ala. 


"TO" - "1 4 — Dark? ” « an. 2 Po I NE as As 
4 4 9 1 . WW 8 A DES WIC *Y e * * * PR” OA at * 4 
5 n * ond wt o .D - nt i v7 * N cl Cy * 1 0 "Y 9 N vi 18 8 
1 * * n e e 88 N K dd 4 " TAS TORS * I.E \ 
I x . FE TRE boon 4 roy od - l _ +42 ; TT + \ ** 
0 c 9 c A X 
— 3 7 f LIE" 5 ul 4; 3 . « 


- Bilievers exhorted ts 


BEAR in miad the circumſtances of the ſinner. He is in 


a ſlate of moral i impotence ; deſlitute of all eral n: ; 
yea dead iu fig. 


THvs you find, that gn inkoite God is offended, by the 
violation of a law, holy, juſt, and good : : that the ſinner has 
thereby contracted infinite guilt, and is reduced to a ſtate of 
abſolute poverty and wretchedneſs ; while the law curſes 
every one that continueth not in all the things that are writ- 
ten in the book of it, to do them. What can this poor crea- 
ture do, in order to work out a ſalvation from ſuch guilt as 
this? Can he make atonement for one of the offences that he 
hath committed ? or ſatisfy divine juſtice for the violation of 
the law? Wherewith can the ſinner, in ſuch deplorable circum- 
ſtances, expiate infinite guilt ? Mev and angels are nean 


to the taſk ; and Ixs us CHRIS alone, MIGHTY to sAvE.“ 
Aon To SAVE TO THE UTTERMOST, F 


' - SURELY St. Paul better underſtood that goſpel, which he 
received by the revelation of Jes USCRHRIST, than to addreſs a 
finner, poor, and blind, and naked, in ſuch a manner. Firſt 
tell him that he can do n9thing, and then exhort him to do 
every thing. Paul was not ſuch a preacher, He aſſures us 
that it is by grace we are ſaved, through faith; and that not 
of ourſelves : it is the gift cf GOD: 4 Who hath ſaved us, and 
called us with an holy calling, Nor accoRDING TO. OUR 
WORKs, (be they of the law or of the goſpel) but according to 
his own PURPOSE and GRACE, which was given us in CHRIS 
Is us, before the world began. 9 | 


2. NEITHER can the apoſtle mean by this exhortation, that 
ſalvation from the guilt of fin, is wrought out partly by CHRIS r, 
and partly by the ſinner. Or that the ſinner is to do what 
he can, in ex pectation that CHRIST will make up the defi- 

| ciency. 


5 La. Xxili. 1. vi Heb, VIi. 25 + Epheſ/. 11, 8. 8 2 Tim. i 1. 9. 
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ciency. This ſentiment is no leſs contradictory to the whole 
goſpel, than the preceding; for it reaches us, that CHRIS r is 
not a compleat Saviour; and that our own arm, in part brings 
ſalvation. It reflects groſly on the Redeemer, as though He 
was not every way able to-ſave.- And affords the ſinner fome- 
thing to boaſt oſ before op. For ſuppoſe that part to be ever ſo 
ſmall, that he can per form, ſtill it is a part; aud for ſo much 


as he can do, by way of atonement fot his * he may take 
che praiſe: to himſelf. 


Bs IDEs, What ſortofa righteouſneſs ſoppoſe ye, muſt that be, 
that is wrought outparily by CnRIS r, and partly by the ſinaer? 
The former, an infinitely perfect Being; the latter, a totally pol 
luted creature. It would bear ſome reſemblance to Nebuohads 
nezzar's image, the parts of whichit nn ever to unite. 


Aci; The work of ſalvation was finiſhed byenme w. and 
He had aſcended to the glory of his Father, before theſe Ph | 
lipþians had heard the goſpel. Nothing remained, when Paul 4 
went to preach to them, but the ſpecial application of its in- | 
eſtimable ble ſſinge. Accordingly,he took the greateſt paĩus to I 
per ſuade them, that all their own righteoufneſs was f and 
dung : and however warm he was in his exhortations to obe- 


dience, he would always have them to * that ſalvation _— 
| was alone of CHRIST. | 


Far; The perſons to whom the words were imme- 
| mediately ſpoken, were believers ; and at that very time in a 
| ſtate of actual juſtification. By bim all who BELIEVE are juſti- 
ed from all things.. They could not therefore, with any pro- 


priety, be exhorted to do ſomething, by which they might be 
Juſtified before Gon. 


3. Nz1THER are we to ſoppoſe, that gt. Pau deſigued by 


this 
5 Ads xiii. 39. 
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except ye abide in me. 


Believers exborted to 


= this exhortation, to teach theſe believers, that by virtue of a 
= ſtock of grace already received, they were to perſevere till they 


ſhould obtain final ſalvation. This would contradict all thoſe 


1 paſſages of holy ſcripture, which declare a believer's weakneſs / 
in himſelf, and his dependence on CHRIST the only head of 


influence, for conſtant ſupplies of grace. His having been ena- 


bled to believe in the Son of Gon, does not render him ſelf- 


ſufficient. Still, if left to himſelf, he may fall fouly, like Da- 
vid and Peter. It is not in conſequence of any degree of 
grace already received, that the believer ſhall ſafely perſevere 


to eternal glory; but by virtue of a vital union to theLoRDIx- 
- $Vs CHRIST, out of whaſe fulneſs he is ſaid to receive and 


grace for grace. * This important, and comfortable ſenti- 
ment, is beautifully taught us by our divine LorD, by the 
metaphor of the vine and its branches. At the branch cannot 
bear fruit of itſelf, except it abide in the vine : no more can ye, 
Jam the vine, ye are the branches. + Ob- 

ſerve, CHRIST firſt introduces the ſimile, and then accom- 
modates it. 9. d. It is thus between me and you. Iam 
the vine, to whom ye as branches, are united. The branches 
are united to, and one with the vine: ſo ye are united to me, 
and one with me.—The branches, by a full ſupply of ſap from 
the vine become fruitful: ſo ye, being continually ſupplied 


wich grace, aut of that fulueſs, which it hath pleaſed the 
Father ſhould dwell in me, bear much fruit. 


Trars ſentiment is confirmed, by numerous paſſages of 
ſcripture. CHRIST aſſured his diſciples in the fame chap- 
ter,that withoutHim they could do nothing. Without his abiding 


ia them by his Holy Spirit; and their abiding in Him by 


faith, they could do nothing camfortably, ſucceſsfully, or 
| acceptably. Their conſolation is in CHRIS r, and if left by 
Him, they drag on heavily like Pharoah's chariots, when they 
had loſt * wheels. Their ſucceſsful oppoſi tion to the 


World 
# John 1. 16. + Joby xv. 4, 8. 
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continue in their Obedience. 


CHRIST. In alltheſe things we are more than conquerors,through 
Him who loved uu. And the acceptance of their perſons, and 
their obedience, is only through CHRIST. He is the ſole me- 
dium of acceſs to Gop, and of acceptance with Him; where- 
in He hath made us accepted in the BELOVED. 1 


Bur without multiplying quotations, I obſerve, That the 
_ part of the text, militates againſt any ſuch expoſition of 


Work out your own ſalvation with fear and trembling. For 


it is GOD who worketh in you, bth to will and to do of his good 
pleaſure. No exhortation could be better guarded. The apo- 
ſtle with his uſual caution, takes care that a falſe conſtructi- 
on might not be put on his words; and that the people, to whom 
he writes, might not receive any wrong impreſſions, Inſtead 
of being ſelf-confident ; or of thinking that as believers, they 
were amply furniſhed already for the duties, and trials of the 
chriſtian life, he exhorts them to continue in obedience, with 
fear and trembling. Fear is often brought in by this apoſtle, 
as a neceſſary temper of mind for the chriſtian, while he abides 
in the fleſh ; becauſe he has many enemies. It was expedient 
that theſe, nd that all believers ſhould be diffident of their 
own abilities ; and fear to truſt in themſelves. No perſons 
are in ſo great danger, as they are who apprehend none : 
or who look upon themſelves ſufficient to overcome every 
enemy. This remark is exemplified in Peter's denial of his 
maſter, Had he entertained this neceſſary fear, it might have 


kept him from the place of danger. Being ſuſpicious of him | 


ſelf, he would rather have choſen to ſtay a little behind, than 
to go among the ſervants of the high prieſt. 


and diviſions ſhould take place among them, to the great in- 
Jury 


+ Rom, viii. 37. 1 Epbeſ. i. 6. 


world, the fleſh, and the devil, is owing entirely to help from 


Tas believers at Philippi had alſo reaſon to Fear, leſt animoſities, 
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jury of the cauſe of CyrisT—Leſt they ſhould be beguiled 
by falſe teachers, who were then lying in wait to deceiveLeſt 
they ſhould be overtaken by temptation, or led away by their 
own corruptions;to lin againſt the Loxp - And leſt they ſnould 
be found to entertain a fondneſs for their own righteouſneſs; 
all which would tend to hinder, or marr their courſe of obedience. 


Tux apoſtle adds, For it is GOD who worketh in you, both 

i will and to do. of his good plaaſure. This ſentence is expla- 
natory of the former part of the text; and immediately cal- 
culated to unhinge thePhilippians from ſelf-confidence. - 9. d. 

I do nat nean to ſet you to do ſomething, by which. you may be 
jlaſtified, either in aal, or in hart before Gop; this is the ſole 
work of Jas us. Nor. yet would I have you to think, that as 
helievers,agd juſtified perſons, you are already furniſhed with 
grace, ſufficient for all ibe duties and uials chat are before 
you. Rather, you are not ſufficient of yourſelves, to think: any 
thing as of yaurſelves : but your ſufficiency is of GON, * who 
worketh in you, to will and to do thoſe things, that are ſpiritually 
good. The apaſtle does not ſay, Who hath wrought in you, but 
who now worketh-in you, as che called according to his pur poſe. 


HRE we are plainly. taught, that a will to chuſe, and the 
ability to perform that which is good, are of Gop, The ſin- 
ner, while in unbelief, is an enemy in his mind by wicked 
works; and continually under the influence of a principle of 
enmity againſt Gop. He ſees no excellency in CHRIST, na 
beauty ia holineſs. The things that ſuit his depraved taſte, 
are infinitely oppoſite to the divine Majeſty : if he therefore 
gratifies himſelf, he muſt offend the Deity. In this conditi- 
on he acts freely, chuſing ſuch things as are adapted to his 
corrupt mind. And in this manner would he continue to 
act to the end of life, however ſnocking the event; if Gon 


mould 


® 2 Cor. iii. 5. 
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tontinie in their Obedience. 


fhould not ſtop him in his career, as he did Saul, the perſecu- 
- tor ; or convert him as He did the dying thief. For nothing 
ſhort of the exceeding greatneſs of that power, that brought 
again from the dead, our Lox» Jes vs CHRIST, is ſufficient 
to alter this depraved heart. * And even after the ſinner is 
enabled to believe in the Son of Gon, ſuch is the law in his * 
members; ſuch the power of indwelling corruption, that the | 
will is frequently embarraſſed, and ſpiritual deſires languid. 
Every chriſtian knows by experience, that he is too apt to 
forget his firſt: love, and to drag ow heavily from one duty to 
another, The world and the things thereof, tend to divide 
his heart and affections. At ſuch a time he is ſenſible what 
his duty is, and he attends to it; but he is conſcious of a ſad 
alteration in the temper of his mind; which he bewails in 
language like that of David, My foul cleavethto the duſt : quick- 
en thou me according to thy word. 1 He finds that he cannot 
quicken himſelf, nor remove this ſtupidity under which he 
groans : was it in his power, it {hould ſoon be done. But he 
feels, that it is GOD who worketh in him, by his Spirit and 
grace to wil, And from the ſame ſource is his ability to do, 
whatever Gop calls him to. I have learned, ſays St. Paul, in 
whatever ſlate I am, therewith to be content. I know both haw 
to be abaſed, and I know how to abound : every where, and in all 
things J am inſtructed, both to be full and to be hungry, both to 
abound and to ſuffer need. But leſt the Philippians ſhould think 
he contradicted the doctrine he had before taught them, he 
adds, I can do all things thraugh CHRIST who flrengthneth 
me. f That is, by implication, I can do none of theſe things, 
without help from Jesus. —fHe tells us ia another place, 79 
will is preſent with me, but ho to perform that which is god I 
find not. & From hence we Hearn, that what St. Paul here 


writes to the Philippians, was a matter of his own e&peri+ 
ence, as well as a folema truth. Ir 


* Epheſ. i. 19, 20. + Pſa. oxix. 25. f Phil. iv. 113 
12, 13. 5 Rom. vii. 18. | 
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Believers exborted to 


IT may now be aſked, If neither of the preceding articles, 


is the ſenſe of the text, what does he mean ? I anſwer, 


4. Thar it appears to me, that his deſign is to ſtir up the 
believers at Philippi, to a ſacred regard to thoſe duties he had 
been ſpeaking of ia the context; and beſides theſe, to all the 


duties of the chriſtian lite: Or, in other words, as they had 


always obeyed, not as in his preſence only, but much more 
ſo in his abſence, he exhorts them to continue in their obedi- 
ence, by ſtadiouſly obſerving thoſe things that accompany ſal- 
vation. 9. d. As ye have always obeyed, ſo continue to obey : 
remembring that it is GO D who worketh in you.—While you 
are Careful to attend to the external plan of duty that is be- 
fore you, bear in mind that your ſufficiency is of Gop; and 
let this be your encouragement, that He worketh in you ; and 
that his Spirit is given to help your infirmities. 


Tut immediate reaſon of this exhortation, and which con- 
firms the above expoſition of it, you have in the three verſes 
that follow the text. Do all things without murmurings and diſ- 
Sutings : meaning all the things that he had mentioned in 


the context, and that are included in the text ; ſuch as, that 
they /bould be like minded, having the ſame love, being of one ac- 


cord, of one mind. That nsthing ſbould be done through ftrife, 
er vain glory, but in lowlineſs of mind, each ſhould ęſteem other 
better than themſelves. That they ſhould not look every man on 
his un things, but every man alſo on the things of others. That 
they /bould cultivate a mind like that, that wasin CHRIST FE- 
SUS, i. e. of humility and condeſcenſion, Having particu- 


larly mentioned theſe duties, he ſums up the whole of chriſ- 


tian practice in this ſhort exhortation ; work out your own ſal- 
vation—And then proceeds to give the reaſon of it; That ye 
may be blameleſs and harmleſs, the ſons of GOD without rebuke, 
in the midſt of a croated and perverſe nation, among whom ye ſhine 
as lights in the world: holding forth the word of life that Imay 

rejoice 


trines, by a holy and exemplary behaviour 
good converſation their works 


continue in their Obedience. 73 


rejoice in the day of CHRIST, that I have not run in vain, nei. 
ther labaured in vain. Here the apoſtle tells us in the moſt 


plain terms, why he ſo warmly exhorted the believing Phi- 


kpptans to obedience. Not that they might recommend them- 
ſelves to Gop, and obtain the 'pardon of their ſins ; this be- 
ing a thing impoſlible by any human endeavours. : but that 
they might be blameleſs and harmleſs, as became the ſons of 
Gop, without rebuke, in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe 
nation. They were among a people who were in oppoſition 


to the goſpel, and watched for their fall ; the apoſtle theres 


fore exhorts them to behave in ſuch a manner, that theſe their 
enemies might have nothing to lay to their charge. This he 
urges by the conſideration, that chriſtians ſhould ſhine as 
tights in the world. As Gob had ſhined in their hearts, to 
give the light of the knowledge of his own glory, in the face 


of Jesus CUR1ST; ſoit became them to be as lights to others, 


in all holy converſation and godlineſs. Holding forth the word 
of life Meaning that the biſhops or miniſters of the goſpel, 
who are mentioned in the direction of the epiſtle, ſhould 
preach the doctrines of CHRIS T, which are the ward; of life, 
in plainneſs and purity ; and that both they,and all the ſaints 
and faichful in CHRIST Jesus of a private character, ſhould 
hold farth, or publickly exhibit the excellency of theſe doc- 
; ſhewing out of a 
with meekneſs of wiſdom. Such a 
conduct would have given the apoſtle occaſion to rejoice in 
the day of CHRIST, and have made manifeſt, that he had 


not run in vain, neither laboured in vain. 


: Ir being now apparent from what has been delivered, that 
the text is an addreſs to'believers, urg 


ing them to continue 
ia their obedience 3 4 paſs to conſider | | 1 


III. That ſuch obedience is indiſpenſibly neceſſary. This is. 
a faithful ſaying, and theſe things I will that thou affirm conſtans- 


* cw 


4 Baiser vrberied to 


ly, that they which have believed in GO D might be careful rs 
maintain good works. : theſe things are good and profitable unte 
men.* And in verſe 14th of the ſame chapter, the apoſtle adds, 
Aud let ours alſ learn to maintain goad works r N aaa 
USES, that they be net UNFRULITFUL. 


Lr it be premiſed, that the plan of a believer's obedience 
is very extenſive, He is bound to obey every moral precept, 
to imitate every divine example, and to ſubmit to all CHRIST'sG 
new command ments. This is manifeſt in the commiſſionCHrI ST 
gave to his diſciples, —teaching them to obſerve LL THINGS 
WHATSOEVER I HAVE COMMANDED YOU. Þ | This is apart 
of the goſpel-miniſtry ; and to be frequently inſiſted on, Vea, as 
often as the goſpel is preached, it ſhould be urged, that they who 
have believed in Go p, ſhould carefully obſerve all things what« 

forver CaRisT hath commanded. Which is neceſſary, 


1. To evidence their faith in Him. Yea, a man may ſay, 
Thou haſt faith, and I have works : ſhew me thy faith without 
thy works, and I will ſbew thee my FAITH 'BY MY WORKS, 
Thou belie veſt that there ix one GOD ; thou deſt well > the devils 
40% believe, and tremble. But wilt thou knew, O vain man, that 
FAITH WITHOUT WORKS 1s DEAN ? A vain man indeed 
is he, who pretends to be a believer in Carr, but at the 
fame time has no regard to practical godlineſs. The faith 
of God's elect is a priaciple of life and action. And every 
man, who is brought to believe the important doctrines of 
chriſtianity, will alſo be influenced to den) wngadlineſs and 
worldly tufts ; and to live ſoberly, and righteouſly, and godly in 
this preſent world. t This, ſays St. Paul; that very grace that 
bringeth ſalvation teacheth. It is by their fruit we are to know 
them ; for they ſhew their faith by their works: living faith 
being invariably an e principle. - It may therefore be 


| n 


— 8. + Mat, vill, 20. 1 Tim ii. 12. 
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concluded with the greateſt propriety, that all who profeſs 
to have faith, and have not works, deceive themſelves and 


the truth is not in them. In all n r e faigs min | 


its external wida. 


2. Wee is an evidence of "Ws taGop. He he that. 


my commandments,and keepeth them. he it is that loveth-me:- If any. 
man love me, he will tee my words.* He that lovethCHRIS T, will 


be igquiſitive to know, and anxious to do his will; There is. 
no incentive ſo powerful as love. Thatobedience that ſprings 
from it, is both chearful and extenſive; A ſervant may be 
awed, by fear, or induced by the promiſe of a reward to obey 
his maſter : | 

dience, and that which ſprings from love, In the former 
Caſe; he has no true ſatisfaction in obeying ; but wiſhes his. 
taſk was ended: in the latter, there is real pleaſure. The ſer- 
vant loves his maſter; and therefore he loves to pleaſe him. 
His obedience is no/tafk or drudgery, for his heart is in it; 


and while he pleaſes his maſter, he gratifies himſelf, It is 


thus wich believers: > the love they have to the LorD Jes us 
CHRIST, makes them willing to do and ſuffer his will. And 
| Wy <videnael ebay: voy, love ſhould be laſpetted, 


hes Dies] is nobeſſiry on account of the men of the 
world : of this the: apoſtle ſpeaks in the context. And ex- 
hortations of the ſame import, are numerous in the word of 
God: ſuch is the: following, Let your light ſa, ſhine before men, 
that they may ſee'your gout works, and glorify your, Father, wha 


is in heaven. Theſe words were immediately ſpoken to the 


diſciples; ofiwham all manner of evil was falfely aid, CHRIS 
exhorts thee to free themſel ves from theſe unjuſt refle&tions, 
by a holy, and unblameable conduct. And 0 to make it evi: 


dent, that the doctrines they preacked} were in no ſenſe un- 


= 


*-Jobn. xiv, 25 ah 4 + Mur. v. 16. 


but there is. a great difference between ſuch obe · 


76 . Bdlievirs' erborted 16 
friendly to morality. For while they preached the goſpel, 


and were careful to maĩutain good works; they left no room 
for any to infinuate, that they made id the law. On the 
contrary, their good example might have a tendency, to lead 
their very enemies to think favourably of the ſentiments 


they taught; ſeeing, that under their influence their practice 
was unblameable. 


N 1 the ſame account, modern chriſliags/ſhovld be careful 
to regulate their conduct, by the moſt excellent maxims of 
Jesus CHRIST. Thus will they adorn the detrine of GOD 
| their Saviour; and they who are of the contrary part will be | 
oſbamed, Paying no evil thing to Jay oy them, 0 


8 Canur taught bis diſciples the neceſſity of thao 
that Gop might be glorified; Herein is my Father glorified; 
that ye bear much fruit, ſo ſhall ye be my diſciples. F The glo- 
ry of Gop ſhould be a leading point with the chriſtian, | He 
ſhould keep it in view as the ultimate end of all his actions; 
and readily do,or ſuffer any thing, by whichGop may be glo- 
rified. And ſeeing this end is anſwered, by having his fruit 
unto holineſs, how ſhould the conſideration of it excite him, 
to give all diligence, to add to his faith, virtue ; and to virtue, 
knowledge. ; and to knowledge, temperance ; and to temperance, 
| patience ; and to patience, godlineſs ; and to godineſs, brotherly 
kindneſs ; and to brotherly kindneſs, charity? ? And at the ſame 
time that Gop is glorified, by his bearing much fruit, he ap- 
pears to be a diſciple indeed; /o ſhall ye be my diſciplet. That 
is, ſo ſhall it be made manifeſt, For their fruitfulneſs does not 
« conſlitute them diſciples ; but makes it appear that they 
gare ſo. Juſt as good fruit does not make the tree good; the 
« tree is firſt good, and therefore it brings forth good fruit ; 
* but ſhews it to be good.” So men are known to'be the 


real 


® Titus ii. 7, 8, + John xv. 8, {2 Pet. i. 5, 6, 7. 


continue in their Obedlence. 77 


real followers of Jesus nals, by Ear in the fruits 
of TO, | | 15 | 
5. Tao un the * of 8 was fo laid, als the 
Boe ſhould be juſtified through the hlood of Ixs us, with» 
out the deeds of the law ; the Lonp had reſpect unto obe · 


dience, and effe@tually ſecured it. To this men are chſen, 
e eee „ en 


** ) Tary were ef to to ) holioeſs an ha as to hap: 
pineſs hereafter. That very purpoſe of the eternal mind, that 
appointed them to obtain ſalvation; did alſo determine that 
they ſhould' be an obedient people. According as He hath cha- 
eu us in Him, before the foundation of the world, THAT we 
SHOULD BE. HOLY, AND. WITHOUT BLAME, before Him in 
love. With which: agree the following words, Blect according | 
to the fore knowledge-of G © D the Father, TROUGH $ANCTIFI- | 
CATION OF; THE-S#IR1T' UN TO OBEDIENCE. + lud theſe paſ- 
ſages, it is evident beyond a reaſonable contradiction, that the il 
keirs of promiſe are choſen to holineſs here; or to a life of obe. 
dience to their dine Matter. It is therefore neceſſary, | 


"Condor, How os do they 8 the Jorine of 
election, who ſay,““ If we are elected we may live as we pleaſe; 
fecing ths elect are appointed to be a holy ßeoßle? | 


(2.) It was one great deſign ofCyr1$T in redemption, that 
the redeemed by his blood ſhould be holy. Who gave Himſelf 
for us, that He might, faleem us from all iniquity, and PURIEY,. 


To HIMSELF A PECULIAR PEOPLE, ZEALOUS OF GOOD. 
WORKS, 1 


1 * ) For the aue eben eye are effectually called by 
the * of Gop. For we are his workmanſhiþ, created in 


e 
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friendly to morality. For while they preached the goſpel, 
and were cat eful to maintain good works; they left no room 
for any to inſinuate, that they made void: the law. On the 
contrary, their good example might have a tendency, to lead 
their very enemies to think favourably of the ſentiments 


they taught; ſeeing, that under their influence their practice 
was unblameable. 


N the ſame account, modern chrifiags/ſhovld be earefol 
to regulate their conduct, by the moſt excellent maxims of 
Jesus CHRIST. Thus will they adorn the defrine of GOD 
their Saviour; and they who are of the contrary part. will be | 
aſbamed, having no evil thing to Jay lem. 


2. Carer taught his cih; the neceſſity of a 
that Gop might be glorified; Herein is my Father glorified; 
that ye bear much fruit, ſo ſhall ye be my diſciples. F The glo- 
ry of Gop ſhould be a leading point with the chriſtian. | He 
ſhould keep it in view as the ultimate end of all his actions; 
and readily do,or ſuffer any thing, by whichGop may be ols- 
rified. And ſeeing this end is anſwered, by having his fruit 
unto holineſs, how ſhould the conſideration of it excite him, 
to give all diligence, to add to his faith, virtue ; and to virtue, 
knowledge. ; and to knowledge, temperance ; and to temperance, 
| patience; and to patience,  godlineſs ; and to gadlineſß, brotherly 
kindneſs ; and to brotherly kindneſs, charity ? | And at the ſame 
time that Gop is glorified, by his bearing much fruit, he ap- 
pears to be a diſciple indeed; / ſhall ye be my diſciples. That 
is, ſo ſhall it be made manifeſt, For their fruitfulneſs does not 
« conſtitute them diſciples ; but makes it appear that they 
are ſo. Juſt as good fruit does not make the tree good; the 
« tree is firſt good, and therefore it briogs forth good fruit; 
but ſhews it to be good.” So men are known to be the 
| real 


* Titus ii. 7, 8. f John xv. 8. f 2 Pet. i. 5, 6, 7. 
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real followers of Is us cnatsr, by E in the fruits 
of ai ge . N 


5. Troven, the as of. Rr OI was fo laid; aling * 
2 ſhould be juſtified through the blood of Ixs us, with» 
out the deeds of the law; the Lronp had reſpect unto obe- 


dience, and effe@tually ſecured it. To this men are gen, 
e and called.” 


SH” - 


* ) Tur were pra to o holiceſs n Wa as to hap: 
pinels hereafter. That very purpoſe of the eternal mind, that 
appointed them to obtain ſalvatibn, didi aſſo determine that 
they ſhould' be an obedient people. According as He hath cha- 
eu us in Him, before the foundation" of the world, THAT we 
SHOULD BE HOLY, AND WITHOUT BLAME, before Him i in 
love. With which: agree the following words, Elact according 
to the fore knowledge-of O D the Father, THROUGH $ANCTIFI- | 
CATION OF; THE-S#IR1T! UN TO OBEDIENCE. + lu theſe paſ- | 
ſages, it is evident beyond a reaſonable contradiction, that the { 
heirs of. promiſe are choſen to holineſs here; or toa life of obe. 
dience to their divine Mater. It is therefore neceſſary, | | 


"Conor, How l do they wikeaceſa; the Jodrine of 
eleQion, who ſay, If we are elected we may live as we pleaſe; 
ſecing the elect are appointed to be a holy people? 


(2.) It was one great deſign ofcnnrsr in redemption, that | 
the redeemed by his blood ſhould be holy. Who gave Himſelf | 
for us, that He might 1 redrem us from all iniquity, and PURIEY, | 
o HIMSELF A coin PEOPLE, \ZEALOUS OF Goon. l 
TT AN 2 „„ 

(4; ) For ihe Ae pepe thay are e eff:Qually called by | 
the — of Gop. For we are his workmanſhiþ, created in 


CHRIST 
M +: Lo As 


CHRIST JESUS unto GOOD. WORKS, which GOD hath 
before ordained that we ſhould walk in them.“ And it is the cha- 
rater of thoſe, who are openly in CHR1sT by converſion, 
that they are neu re eld W poſe away, ne een 
all _—__ nr; ih 


Tuvs we = "uk ton the rauher 1 his: SAC 
holineſs ; Jesvs CHRIS H redeemed them. that they might. be 
holy; and they are called unto holineſs by the divine Spirit: 


hay area Na feople, cops Shed Soο won 


6 "Tas it, be Germs ahb That the Fa hath WL 
| = connected the chriſtian's growth: in grace, and his conſo · 
lation, with his obedience, If he deſites to enjoy, as doubt- 
leſs. he does, the conſolation that there is:in- CñRAs U; then 
he Muſt walk in all the commandments» and ordinances of 
the Eo. This is the divinely appointed me; hod of near- 
neſs to Gon and in which only, the believer: can expect to 
have fellowſhip with the Father, and with! bis Sou Jesus 
CHRIS r, Hence ſuch facred promiſes as the following: ; Bit 
they that. wait-upon.the LORD ſball renou their frength : they 
Hall mount up with wings as eagles,&c.5 Seek and ye ſpall find, — 
And CHRIS r faid unto his diſciples, That where ibo or three 
aregathered together in my name, there am In the mid of them. 15 
Here He promiſes, as in many other paſſages, that He would 
be with, and bleſs thoſe who. wait upon Him; or ſeek Him in 
the ways which He hath appointed. And wh ich the faithſul. 
in CürRIS T jesus have often experienced. For the LORD. 
meeteth' him that refoiceth and worketh righteouſneſs ; theſe. that 
remember Him in his ways, *% Neither hathHeever aid to the ſced 
of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain. It is therefore neceſſary that the 
chriſtian be diligent in his courſe of obedience, if he would 
enjoy the comforts of the goſpel. 
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5. Tux glory to be revealed, is promiſed only to ſuch who 
ſhall perſevere to the end. He that /ball endure to the end ball 
befaved. * "This is the gtand encouragement to believers un- 
der manifold temptations. Their trials ſhall have an end; 

and then ſuch as ſhall have finally perſevered, ſhall receive a 
crown of life. Not that we are to ſuppoſe, that our perſever - 
ing in duty, gives a right to eternal life, no; this is 


founded on the Redeemer's obedience and ſufferings. But | 


it charaRerizes thoſe, who are the htirs of this inheritance. 
There ate many, who once made a very ſhowy profeſſion, 
and did run well for a ume; but having no root in them - 
ſelves, endured for a while : for when tribulation or perſecu- 
tion aroſe becauſe of the word, they were offended. Thus 


their proper character was diſcovered. Of ſuch it may be 


ſaid, They went out from ur, but they were not of us; for if they 
bad been of us, they world no doubt have continued with us: bub 


they went out, that they might be made manifeſt, that they werg 


not all of us. + 


O the contrary, ſuch as perſevere to the end; anſwer the 
character given to thoſe, who ſhall, forever inherit the pro- 
miſes. And the word is plain, that none but ſuch ſhall be ſaved. 
It therefore becomes all men, profeſſing godlinefs, to be dili· 
gent, that they may be found ꝙᷓ CH RIS T in peace, without pot, 
end blameleſs. F For in the preſent circumſtanees, there are 
many things that unite to excite the chriſtian's fear. He has 
a law in his members, a tempting devil, and an alluring world: 


three very potent adverſaries. It becomes him continually 


to watch and pray, leſt he ſnould fall eee 


Baß hs fine, the love of CrurIsT lays the 3 andy a 
moſt agreeable neceſſity, to continue in his obedience. No obs 
ligation more binding chan this. The believer ae on 


= 0 * * 


"0 "Believer $ be 1 
that ſupereminent expreſſion of the love ofGop, in giving his 
dn Son to die for ſinners, ;, he thinks with. wonder, and af- 
fection, of the Saviour's grace and compaſſion, that He would 
fo readily become a ſacrifice for ſins:; and, with an apoſtle, he 
'exclaims, Herein i is ave; not that we lwedHim, but that, He lnu- 
ed us! GOD commendeth his love towards us, in that while we 
were yet ſinners, CHRIST died for us ! He ſaves from hell; 
from 1 — — to the eternal fruition of. Fife, in 


SG kk S434 


my duty plain, and 8 me to — it 1.1 would: aladly 
make haſte, and delay not to keep his commandments ;. ſee+ 
ing this is the oaly way I have to expreſs. my love to Him, 


Thus the love of CHRIST coplicaigeth him. [ paſs to 
ſome ſuitable 0 d Pr > tool 


$23 


IMPROVEMENT. 


1, IT appears repugnant to the ſenſe of this text, to inſi ſt 
upon it as an exhortation to unbelievers. The ſame may be 
faid of a long catalogue of facred paſſages, which have been fre- 
quently: crowded into addreſſes to ihe unregenerate, in ordet 
to excite them to do their part, with a promiſe that ChHRis* will 
make up the deficiency. A miſtake that might have beert 

prevented, by a proper attention to ſuch texts, with theit 
connection. 79 whom were they ſpoken ?' and with what de- 
ſign are queſtions neceſſary to be anſwered, if we would un. 
derſtand the meaning of the infpired fiters. But detached 
paſſages of ſcripture, without reſpect to their connection and 
deſign, are inttoduced to prove, what every man pleaſeth. — 
Should you attend to the above maxim, in reading the bible, 
I am perſuaded you wonld think Afferentiy, of many paſſages 
in it. St. Paul's words to the Epheſtans, Wherefore He _ 
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Awake thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from the dead, and CHRIST 
Jhall give thee light; * are repeatedly urged as an exhortation 
to unbelievers. But it is plain, that the apoſtle there writes 
to believers : to ſuch the epiſtle is directed; and to ſuch only, 
are its contents in general applicable. And in the exhorta- 
tion itſelf, he carefully diſtinguiſhes between believers and 
unbelievers. The perſons addreſſed, are ſuch as fleeþ; Real 
chriſtians are too apt to /leeþ as do others, It is ſaid of the 
wiſe, as well as of the fooliſh virgins, ** they ſlumbied and 
ſlept.” Theſe he calls upon to awake and arife from the dead; 
the dead as diſtinguiſhed from thoſe who /lxeþ. By this phraſe 
the condition of unbelievers is expreſſed ; they are dead in 
treſpaſſes and ſins.—In many other inſtances, it would be eaſy 
to ſhew from their connection, that they are miſapplied ; but 
this:ſubjeQ is too copious for the improvement of a diſcourſe. 


IT may now be aſked, Whether unbelievers are not to be 
addreſſed ? Doubtleſs they are. The goſpel is to be preach- 
ed fo every creature; + for faith comes by hearing. What 
is it to preach the goſpel ? is the grand inquiry. Voes it con- 
ſiſt in aſſuring ſinners, © ThatChAIS has finiſhed his part of 
* redemption, and that now what remains on their part, is 
* to comply with the terms and conditions of the new cove- 
« nant ?“ Here the ſinner will be naturally led to inquire, if 
he has any concern about the matter; What are theſe cen- 
ditions ? Perhaps it will be ſaid, Faith and repentance. He 
may ſtill aſk, In' what ſenſe are theſe, conditions? An Arminian 
will tell him, that they are ſo in a proper ſenſe. That his compli» 
ance with theſe, will give him a right to ſpiritual bleſſings. 
For the conditions of a covenant, are thoſe parts of it, that are 
to be performed by the party, or parties covenanting, in order 
that he, or they may have a right to the thing covenanted for. 
Does not this repreſentation of the goſpel, manifeſtly deſtroy 
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the grace of it ? For if its bleſſings are only conferred on. fach, 


as have a right to them, by virtue of their own compliance with 
certain conditions, where is grace? If you employ a labour- 
er, he agrees on his part to work ſo many hours in the day ; 

and you on your part agree to give him ſuch a ſum of mo- 
ney. Is it an act of grace, or is it not rather an act of juſtice 
in you, to fulfil the condition on your part, when he has ful- 
filled his? So, if the bleſſings of the goſpel, are beſtowed con- 
ditionally, it follows, that he who has performed the conditions, 
may demand them. How will this correſpond with being av - 
ed and called, not according to our works ; but according to his 
own PURPOSE AND GRACE ?—Tt may be ſaid, That it is grace in 
GoD to conferſuch immenſely rich bleſſings, on ſuch eaſy terms 
as faithand repentance. But according to theſe ſentiments, the 
way to heaven by the goſpel, is as hard to fallen man, as by 
the law ; becauſe the terms (as they are called) are equally 
impoſſible to him; by means of his univerſal depravity. 
Hence ſaid our LorD to the Jews, No man can come to me, 
except the Father _which hath ſent me, draw him. And the 
apoltles teach us that faith is the Gir r of Gop: f and 
that CHRIST ir exalted to GIVE REPENTANCE. þ By theſe ex- 


preſſions, they lead us to underſtand that faith and repent- 


ance, are as much bleſſings of the new covenant, as remiſſion 
of ſins ; and as freely given, Surely the bleſſings of the 
covenant, are diſtinct from the conditions of it. 


THAT faith and repentance are indiſpenſibly neceſſary ; 
or that the ſinner, agreeable to the œconomy of redemption, 
cannot be ſaved without them, is not to be contradicted. This 
is the divine conſtitution, Faith and repentance are con- 
netted with eternal life; and make up a great part of the 
goſpel-miniſtry, But their W neceſſary, by no means ſup- 


poſes 
. Jobn vi. 44. T Eph, ii. 8.— Phil 0 1, 2% I 435 v. 31. 


„ . - HE 


For effectual calling, pardon of ſin, juſtification, and ſanctifi- 
cation, are all neceſſary: ; Ns upon the ſame Principle, 
* are all conditions. | | 

Bor late conſiſtent, the r men of theſe. ſentiments are 
with themſelves ; ſuch as profeſs to befriend the pure doc- 
trines of grace, appear to be guilty of a glaring contradiction, 
in the uſe of this mode of expreſſion, Which has often been 
the ſubje& of ſevere animadverſion, in order to ſhew, that 


their ſyſtem of doctrines can never be reconciled. At one 


time, ſay ſome, we are told that all men are naturally at en- 
mity with Gop, and dead in ſin ; that they, as ſuch, are 


morally incapable of doing any thing toward their own re- 
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poſes that they are conditions, in the ſenſe above explained. | 


covery to the divine favour ;. that faith is of the operation of 


God ; that CHaRrIsT. has finiſhed ſalvation ; that it is altoge- 


ther of grace; and that the application of its bleſſings is 


made to the ſoul, by the Spirit of Gop.— At another time the 


ſame perſons tell us, That faith and repentance are the con- 
ditions of the new coyenant ; and that in order to have a 


right to the bleſſings, we muſt comply with theſe. Here is a 
contraſt, Man dead in fin can do nothing toward his own' 


"= «© 


— 


recovery ;—yet man dead in fin muſt comply with terms and 
conditions, in order to his being accepted. Faith is the gift 


of Gop; at another time, it is ſomething within the power 
of man. At one time it is ſaid, CHRIST hath brought in an 
everlaſting righteouſneſs, which by a gracious act of Gop, is 
imputed to the ſinner for juſtification ; at another time, he 
muſt do ſomething toentitle him to the bleſſings, &c. Thus 


do ſome men catch at every inconſiſtency, with a deſign to 
overthrow the doctrines themſelves, 


IT may be ſaid, That theſe phraſes are ſome times uſed ia 


a good ſenſe ; viz, That faith and repentance are thoſe things, 


without which, according to the goſpel conſtitution, a ſinner 


cannot 
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be ſared. This is 3 truth, that muſt be allowed ; but are 
not the phraſes very exceptionable? Do they not want an imme - 
| diate explanation, in order to remove, or prevent that falſe no- 
tion of ihe goſpel, which they are calculated to encourage? May 
not the neceſſity of faith and repentance, be inſiſted on with as 
much zeal, and much greater propriety, by the uſe of other 
expreſſions ? The preacher ſought to find out acceptable words, 
and that which was written was upright, even words of truth, * 


THe inquiry again returns, How are unbelievers to be ad- 
dreſſcd,? I anſwer for myſelf; That as their converſion, is 
the great point in view, every method ſhould be purſued, that 
= Mfſcems calculated to accompliſh it. Now the ſinner is aliena- 
_ tcd from Gop; in a ſlate of total depravity ; and as a tranſ- 
_ grefſor of the law, he is every moment expoſed to its curſe, 

He who wiſhes to be inſtrumental of the converſion of ſuch 
an apoſtate, muſt firſt try to convince him of his proper cha- 

rafter, The method adopted by the apoſtles, was,to ſet before 
ſinners the law ofGov,in its extent and ſpirituality, for their 
conviction: for by the law is the knowledge of fin. T By the 
| ga they become ſenſible, that they are in a ſlate of condem- 
nation; that their own obedience, when compared with 
that rule of righteouſneſs, is eſſentially deficient : and under 
ſuch conviction, are made to cry out like St. Peter's hearers, 
Men and brethren, what ſhall we de? Thus the letter killeth, 


i. e. the law. It conſigns the ſinner over to eternal de- 


Om the other hand, the goſpel ſhould be preached to man- 
kind univerſally. CHRIST ſhould be exhibited in the dig- 
nity of his perſon and characters; in the greatneſs of his love; 
in the infinite virtue of his atonement, as matters of faith. — 
The following is an epitome of the goſpel, given by Jesus 


5 CHRIST 
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ennts r Himſelf; For GOD fo loved the world, that He g gave 
his only begotten Son, that wh-ſoever believeth in Him, ſhould not 
periſh; but have everlaſting life. In the ſame manger his apo- 
files preached, They tell us, that where ſin abounded, grace 
did much more abound That there is redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveneſs of fins according to the riches of his grace ;. 


That Gop can be juſt, and the Fuftifier of him that believeth 1 
JESUS. Thus in a variety of inſtances, they propoſe the 


grand encouragement ; and ſet Ennis r len the precious 
object of faith and love. 


Bo r after the cleareſt exhibitions of the divine law; the 
moſt ſolemn declarations of the glorious goſpel ; the moſt 
evangelical diſcourſes concerning the nature, and neceſſity of 
faith and repentance ; and the moſt proper, and pathetic ad- 
dreſſes to the con ſciences of men, which by all means ſhould 
be made uſe of; there will be no ſucceſs attending them, un- 
leſs the Spirit of the LogD, takes of the things of Jesvs, 
and powerfully applies them to the ſinner's mind, Paul 
planted, and Apollos watered : but GOD gave the increaſe. — 
But as ſoon as the truth is brought home to the ſinner's con- 
ſcience, he becomes anxious to flee from the wrath. to come, 
His dangerous condition alarms him ; for he now finds that 
he is condemned by the law of Gop, and ſhut up under an 

awful load of guilt, And while this conviction of his 
wretched circumſtances, excites him to ſearch the ſcrip- 
tures, to attend the preaching of the goſpel, and to cry, LORD 
be merciful to me a ſinner ; he can find no encouragement, 
ualeſs he is under a great miſtake, from any thing but the 
GOSPEL ; Which reveals a fountain open for fin, and for unclean- 
neſs ; a perfect and an everlaſting righteouſneſs, which is 
brought in by Jes us CHRAISTH ; who is the end of the law 
for righteouſueſs to every one that believeth. And upon 
his being enabled to believe ia this divine Redeemer, he ſees 
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a ground of hope for him; and rejoices inch RIS without con- 
fidence in the fleſh. Under ſuch a conviction of the truth, 
and thus inquiſitive about the way to Zion, glad ſhould 1 
be to ſee this, and every congregation in New-England. - For 
if a man is not convinced, that he is condemned by the law; 

he will not rejoice, that ſalvation is brought to light by the: 
goſpel. If he is not ſenſible of his want of righteouſneſs, he 
will not eſteem it good news, that Gop juſtifies the ungedly. 


May the Spirit of Gop convince the world of 5.60, of righte- 
ouſneſs, and of judgment 


2. I ſhall conclude this diſcourſe by obſer ving, that there 


are two claſſes of men, whoſe general conduct! is incompatible 
wich their profeſſed ſentiments. | 


* (1.) Tur firſt of theſe, are ſuch as plead 8 for the 
dignity of mag in his prefent ſlate; his noble powers, and 
capacities; and the influence of his obedience in recom- 
mending him to the Deity but at the ſame time are guilty 
of the moſt ſordid vices. They ſwear on cvery irifling oc- 
caſion, by the awful name of Gop.; indulge themſelves in 
drunkenneſs, ,uncleanneſs, Sc. Thus while they try to 
perſuade vs, of the dignity of man; their own conduct, 
Which is much more perſuaſive, leads of to.conclude, or con- 
firms us in the concluſion, that he is an enemy to Gop in 
his mind by wicked works. No perſon can degrade them, 
ſo much as they degrade themſelves. 


(2) Tre ſecond fort are they, who are very ſound in the 
faith, and very careleſs in their lives and converſaftons.” You 
will ſcarce be able to diſcover a ſingle error in their creed; 
but you may eaſily find thouſands in their practice. Of this 
claſs, there are many profeſſors of chriſtianity ; who are ene- 
mies to the croſs of CHRIS r. They profejs that they know 
33 c | COD; 
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COD, but in works deny Him, being abominable, and diſobedient, 
and unto every good work rebrobate. Mark theſe men, ye 
who are the real diſciples of an aſcended Redeemer, and have 
no fellowſhip with them, that they may be aſhamed. And be 
ever careful to continue in your obedience : thus will you 
ſhew your faith by your works, 


NOW the GOD of peace, that brought again from the dead, 
our LORD FESUS CHRIST, the great Shepherd of the 
ſheep, through the blood of the everlaſting covenant, make you per- 
fect in every goed work to do his will, working in you that which 
is well pleaſing in his fight, through JESUS CHRIST ; to 
whom be glory for ever. 


A M E N. 
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